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PA 1 Se of pleaſant 
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lcoue- 


Hiſtories, many ſweet moodes graced vvith 


ſuch harmonius diſcords, as agreeing in a delight - 
full doſſe, they 1 7 profit - 


to the care 


Heerein alſo as ina Diatcheron , the bender; 


| 7 are counted in 


lorious praiſe aiſe of women-kind. 


1 VVith diuers 1 and Comicall Hiſtories 
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To the Right Worſhipfull Mai- 
ſter Robert Carey Eſquire, Robert Greene 
* _"vviſhethencreaſcofall hono- 
nile vertues. 
(* 


Nnius (Right Worlhipful had 
a Mæcenas, though his verſes 
were rude, & $ _ 
|| preſent his pictures though they 
OD on The bindet Bay- 
ard hath a reaſon to ſhadow his 


| A {preſumption : for ſayth hee will 
{11 1sabone kill. Welle 


* 9822 


Fame out an O R H ARION, to hath to makea 


concord in any cunning eare: yet with old Ennius doating 


in my youth as he did in his age: I doe preſume to preſent 
my rurall Inſtrument vnder the ſhadow of 3 ©, 
and the rather for that as the Cobler durſt prefer his 
chattring Pye to Auguſtus, * Emperour * | 
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To the Gentlemen Readers 
Heakh. 


ſed my Orphariongand becauſe 
I would not fruſtrate your ex- 
pectation: at laſt it is leaptinto 
I [| the Stacioners Shoppe, but not 
1 PP | 
from my Study, for then might 
vou thinke I had ſweld with the 


mountaines,and brought foorth 


a Mouce, but the Printer had it 
| long ſince; marry whether his 
preſſe were out of tune, Paper deere, or ſome other ſecret 
delay driue it off, it hath line this twelue months in the ſuds. 


Now at laſt it is crept forth in the Spring, a ſlender bud and 


ealily to be nipt with the leaſt froſt of Diſdaine. 


non yeeld: you would fauour the bloſſome with the Sun- 
ſhine of your curteous acceptance, elſe ſhall you diſcourage 
4 Gartlener for grafting any more, and therefore 
hoping to finde "A as euer I haue 

done, farwell. 


5 


Rob. Greene. 


Entlemen, I haue long promi- 


erfore doo I entreate whatſoeuer melody my O ha- 
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Greenes Orpbarion. I. 
A Vpid hauing taught me what 


hg == ||reitice paſſions are in toue, 
. 22 what continual perturbations 
Fancy affwzdes to ſuch as ac 
T8 5 | count beauty the pꝛincipal end 
& 2 4 | of their affects; hauing recea- 

3X -.'} ued the wound, J fought where 

to find aſalue fit fo2 the eaſing 
of my malady 2 Experience 
willing that J ſhould not type 

my thoughts on delay, fold me that ſuch as were enueno- 
med with the Sco2pion, mult be healed by the Scozpion, 
that the Tarantals fting could not be pulde out without 
Mulick, that he which was pierced with Achilles Launce 
ed by his Dpeare,and they which were char- 
m Loue, muſt ſeke to loue, oz els lacke remedy ; 
| doubtfull what J chould dw, J was willed to 
ſue to Venus as ſoueraigne Goddeſſe and patrone ſſe of 
ſuch perplexed patients. J left my home and ſayled to 
Cipres, there found J men vnknowne, but not her whom 
I lokt fog: there might J ſ& Venus Pallace like the goz⸗ 
gious Tower built by Semeramus . Sloth being Pozter, 
lleepp, and ſuffering free paſſage to all, the gate ofcutrance 
was not the wap to returne: foz at the other ſide was a 
daze to depart, where 1Beggery ſfode and thꝛeatned all, 
but Eroke ſome with his whip of repentance: within J 
found Pꝛinces, great Lozds and men of meane calling, al 
pꝛiſoners, ſome fettercd by the eyes, others by the cares, 
ſome by the tong,as hauing mozs luſt in their month then 
loue in their mindes, none o2 fewe chepned by the harts, 
and ſuch as were ſet inthꝛoned in a ſecret Cell: thoſe Ve- 
aus ſhzinde vp as wonders of the wozlde, well: miſſing 
what J came fo2, J palt ſpedilyfrom thence to Paphos, 
where Venus hadonely a Temple, thither came multi⸗ 
tudes on Pilgrimage, making vowes, vttering oathes, 
nd 


— — — — 


| 2. JA. 
and pꝛoteſting pzomilcs: if they might enioy the fruition 
of their Ladyes, to be ſwoꝛne votaries to the Goddeſſe: 
Some were fauoured, others diſgraced: ſome diſpaired, 
ſome hoped, but all found the ende oftheyz pilgrimage 
was to buy ſmoake with many perrills and daungers: 
But all theſe inſtances were no arguments to diſwade 
me from my iourner: But as Medea though J ſaw the 
beſt and allowed of it, yet I followed the nereſt ſmar⸗ 
ted fo2 it, foz ſuch as be in loue are like the Dere which 
one while ſtrike at the Tamariſk tre with their hoznes, 
and then greedily burſt on it with their mouthes, others 
the people of Mamaca, that furfeton Dates, and pet dye 
with them in their mawes. Louers exclaime agapnſt 
Cupid, and pet they goe on pylgrimage to Paphos, they 
call Venus vniuſt, and yet offer her incenſe and ſatriſice: 
they foze⸗ſee miſery, and pet run headlong on ther 
miſſoztune. Do fared it with mee, fo2 ſœing nen 
thus depely paſſionate, and vt ſo llenderly rt warded, as 
who carried away the greateſt trophe, had his enſign? 
amped with repentance: pet their miſhaps could not 
make me learne to beware, but from Paphos J went to 
the fountaine of Alcidalion , Where J heard Venus fo a⸗ 
noyde the heate of Sommer, was kept cloſe P2ifener by 
Mars in a Pauillion, but J found the rumour falſe, pet 
did J not repent mee ot my arriuall, ſo2 there J ſatve ſit⸗ 
ting about the banc ks, infinite troupes of faire and beau⸗ 
tifull Ladyes, all votaries vato Venus, ſmyling at the 
fondneſſe of men, and laughing at the paſſions of theyz 
Louers, making true lone knots of ruſhes, that bꝛoke cre 
they could be twiſted: ſome ſeemed lyke Saintes, - thoſe 
were ſubtill and peruerſe: others fawned,and thoſe were 
flatterers: ſome wept, and they let fall teares of deceite + 
ſome ſeemde to haue many eyes, and thoſe had many fan⸗ 
cies; ſome two harts, and vet they were very chaſt: foz 
ſome had twenty meaſuring their Loues by their lokes ; 
gazing ſtill vpon their countenance andgeſture,J pertei⸗ 
= « | ued 
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ned hard by ſeperatefrom the reſt a fewe Ladyes ſifting 
paſſing ſolitarie, their names were ingranen in the tres, 
but ſo long ſince as hardly J could read them, yet I found 
but Hero,Penclope, Thisbe, Artemeſia, alas a ſmall num- 
diſdained by the reſt, theſe had their eyes ſhut a- 


ber 


gainſt beauty,and their eares open to vertue, their harts 
ſabiec to lone, but onely ſtamped with one Carrader, re⸗ 


ſembling the Emeraulde, that neuer looſeth the firſt im- 
pzeſſion no; admitteth any other: well here J could ney- 
ther finde Venus, noz heare of her, but ſcoffinglie thoſe 
girles told me, ſhe was either in Ida oz in Erecinus, deſi⸗ 
rous toloſe no time, J haſted from Alcydalion to Ida, 
where J could ſee no Feps of a Goddeffe, but only the an⸗ 
cient monument of Troy coſumed to cinders, there J no- 
ted the end of loue, the reward of luſt, the trophes of Ve- 
nus the follies of women in Helena, that bzought Priamus 
his fonnes, and ſo famous a Cittie to confuſion , From 
thence J poſfed fo Erecinus, the Pountaine was greene 
and pleaſant fo the eye, the tones that appeared higher 
then the graſſe ſemen like Jacinthes, the mofſe was flo- 
wers, the very rubbiſh below pearles, ſo p nature ſeemd 
to haue conquered art, and art nature, and a ſupernatu- 
rall gloʒꝑ both in muſing at the gozgeous ſcituation of 
this deuine Mount, looking if eyther there were Palace 
o2 Temple dedicate to Venus, J ſawe none, but caſting 
mine eye into the boꝛdzing vale, J ſaw a Shepheard gra- 
fing of his flockes . Deſirous to learne of the man any 
newes ofthe Goddeſſe,pacing downe from the Hyll, 4 
went and ſaluted him in this manner. 

- Shepheard,fo Jname thee foz thy flockes,moze maiff 
thou be,foz Apollo kept Midas ſheepe, and Mercury ta- 
ken the ſhape of a Heardman: but meaſuring thy degree 
as pzeſent thou ſeemeſt, J crane ſo much fauour at thy 
hands, as to fell mee whether Venus is reſident about 
this mount of Erecinus, oʒ no, I haue beene at all her pla- 
ces of abode, and this is the laſt of all her earthly manſi⸗ 

B. ons: 


U 


| ons: This Shephearde peoring me ante him ſo curte⸗ 
— cor bowne his pipe and his og aunſwered 
| untly, 
| Friend, what J am it little reckes thee, thou ſeeſt my 
fouldes, and then why ſtandeſt thou vpon higher titles: 
In calling me ſhepheard oꝛ Þwaine, thou giueſt mg my 
due, if my degree be greater, my cheepe may ſerue foz thy 
| excuſe, to thyqueſtion : as it ſaucurs offolly, ſo J thinke 
3B! beft to aunſwer it with ſilence, yet foz J ſce thy thoughts 
to be full of pallions, and thy face the map of ſozrowes,the 
| two notes of a Louer, if J knew my counſaile might pꝛo⸗ 
| fite thee, az my experience warne thee, J would beſtow a 
— waſt time while my Sheepe graſe ſo hard,to holls | 
e chat. 
Bearing the Shepheard beginning fo roughly, ko con- 
clude ſo gently, willing to be auditoz to his Countryp2es 
cepts, J 8 him thus. 
Shepheard, if thou be no better, (foz thy kalle makes 
me ſuſpea higher, Know that 3 haue tolde many cares, 
numbzed many paſſions, felt many ſozrowes, vttred mas | 
ny ſighes, ched many teares fince Venus entertained me, | 
| with Roſes at the firſt,+ afterwarde beate me with Net- | 
| tles, J haue found loue to be a Labozinth, a fury, a hell, | 
| wherein men aliue fele wozſe paines then thoſe ghoſtes | 
| that pay Charon hier foz his ferriboat : grerued thus, yet | 
as one in a lunacie: 3 neuer foze-ſawe my miſeries. I 
heard many counſailes, and read many p2eceps, but al in 
vaine, pet fo2 that time hath many chaunces, the Fates | 
their Canons tied to oppoztunitie. Foztuns her decr&s | 
variable, and loue,many accidents: J will humbly crave | 
what thou hall offered, pꝛomiũng to be attentiue and not 
ingratefull, as farre as a ftrangers abilitie may. grati- 


fc, 
|  ' The Shephearde without further pzomiſing 02 lon- 


ger delay, began thus, 
Thouleelt that i lite heere feving ny * Ere- 
| cunus, 
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8 | 
cinus, whether daily reſdate multitudes of amoꝛous Pil- 
grims ſning to Venus foz releefe of their paſſions , but 
how the vſed theſe fond and perplexedpaticnts, as it pit⸗ 
ties mee to rehearſe, ſo it wil grieue thee to heare.Zhoſe 
youthes whoſe peeres moze then their mindes; are fryed 
with a (mall flame of oꝛdinarie fancie,rather inſerted by 
nature then inferred by lone,ſuch the entertaineth moſt 
ſumptudull p, as fitteſf obtects foz her to wozke vpon, put- 
ting ople in the flame, fire to flax, and beautie as the bale- 
full obiect to youth, fo ſhe knowing the olde verſe to bee 
tos true foz her to diſpzone,Quod latit ignotum eſt : igno- 
ti nulla Cupido that, what is ſecret from vs we neuer de⸗ 
tre to inueagle them with her charmes, the pzeſent beu⸗ 
tie excellent by nature, pet far moze go2gions by arte: 
faire faces, ſmiling lookes, alluring geſtures fwet ſpee- 
ches, theſe are the baites that ſhe layes to intrap, + youth ' 
is ſo fond that he cannot but taſte, reſembling the pooze 
Monſe, that feedeth ſooneſt on the moſt infections Roſal- 
ger, reſpecting the colour, not the confection , aftcr once 
ſhe hath gotten youth limed faſt on her twigges , then 
Cupid vſeth them as marks, and at euery ſhoote galleth 
to the quicke, that the woundes cannot be cured, till ey⸗ 
ther we finde remedie by repentance , which oft cometh 
too late, oz haue a quittance by death, which they thinke 
commeth too ſoone. Others, that haue beenc ſtale ſtap⸗ 
ers in her Court, ſpending their time in ſighes, teares, 
and many diſpay2ing paſſions, ſuch ſhee feedeth on with 
delapes, gining the one day an incarnatiue to heale, and 
| the next day a contrary medicine to feſter, choking theyz 
ſences with perfumes, and ſtraight fiifling them with 
Hemlock, ſuffering they; Ladies in the mozning to waſh 
their temples with Roſe-water, and at night to quaffe to 
them gall and vinegar, ſhadowing ſmiles with frownes, 
ſower lookes with wanton actions, kettering them with 
the wings of hope, but hanging diſpaire at their heeles, 
leaſt ſoaring too hie,they ſhould 327 t catch their pꝛay: 

25 ſup⸗ 
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trauell, he gines them with Ixion a clowdeza faire dame 
Amean, as ſhee beſtowed vpon Paris, yet ſhalt thou finde, 
that ſhe fetcheth all her virgins from the fountain of Al- 
cydalion, (beleeue me Pilgrim J will not warrant they: 
maidenheads) becauſe thou ſeeſt they hau 
and many harts, which haue many fancies, and many 
lures, and truſt me Pilgrime,many — muſt needes 


_. b2ing out ſome effects : But leauing theſe doubts as may 
not once haue entrance into Louers thoughts , and af- 


firming that all are virgins that come from Venus, foz 
Diana hath ſo few in her traine, that ſhe marries not one 
in ſeauen peer es, whe the loner hath what he long ſought 
fo2,he findes not the faireſt Chailtall but hath his Caine, 
the bꝛighteſt topar but hath his ſpot, the richeſt Gold, but 
hath his oze, and the pureſt creature feminine A means; 
but hath her common imperfection, either pꝛoud without 
p2ofite, and thats a purgation foz the Purſe, oz fayze 
without wit, and that is to marry a woqdden picture 
with a golden creaſt, full of fauour but flattering , and 
ſo he may reape many kiſſes and little lone,ſhzewilh, de- 
ceitfull, wilfull, fond, new fangle, and what not: nay, 
perhaps pꝛout ſo light in the bzaines,that ſhe make him 
well in the bzowes, that as he hath beene in his youth a 
botary to Venus,ſo in his age he may pꝛoue a companion 
to Vulcan, and Pilgrim quoth the Shepheard, this is to 
fitte on the toppe of Venus whecle, theſe bitter ſauces be 
her cheefeſt delicates, and theſe painted Sepulchers her 
richeſt trophies, Thou ſeeſt J fit neere Erecinus and ther 
foze ſpeake by experience, thou ſaieſt to Venus thou art in 
loue, thou wouldeſt faine haus a wife frb Alcidalion,loke 
befoze thou leape, pꝛy into Venus Cofers , and ſ& what 
chaffer ſhe pꝛouides foz her chapmen, 3 haue counſayled, 
now reſts it in thee either to followe it with a momen⸗ 
tarꝑ ſoꝛrewing content, oz to fozſake it with a h 

all 


6 | 
ſuppole ſhe ſets tht on the top of her whele, where, pcoze 
man J know thou deſireſt to be plaſte, and foz their long 


e manp epes, 
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Bearing the cunning experienced ſwaine to diſcourte 
ſoroundly of the matter, J imagined either he had beene 
in lone, 02 an enemie to Venus, ſo that J demaunded of 
him if he would not haue men loue at all: 

Ves quoth he, ſo they count Dianas virgins not Venus 
wantons : J replied ſhe had very few oz none, hee aun⸗ 
ſwered, had ſhe moze ſuters, ſhee woulde pꝛouide moze 
mapdes, but Venus ſpying them paſſe towards her Pal- 
lace, lapeth ſuch ſnares tointangle, ſuch traps to intice, 
ſuch charmes to bewitch, ſuch dangers to pꝛeiudice, that 
none 92 very few ariue at Dianas mantion, and ſuch as 
dw: come thither halfe maimed. 


Then quoth J,you conclude perempfo2ily againft Ve- 


nus and her crue, and very hardly againſt women, Mea⸗ 
ring me ſay ſo, he tooke me by the hande, 4 ſoftly whiſpe- 
ring in mine eare, Pilgrim J may ſay to the, Miues be 
they neuer ſo watcht they will: Paides be they neuer ſa 
baſhfull they wiſh, and widdowes bee they neuer ſo cop, 
they would,take me not generally Pilgrime quoth hee, 
and with that ſitting downe he toke his pipe in his hand, 
and plaid ſo ſweetly, that like Argus at Mercuries melo- 
die J fell on lleepe. 

No ſooner had Morpheus ſhut mine eyes, but J fell in- 
to a dzeame, mee thought J was ledde from Erecinus by 
Mercury, alongſt the galupin oz ſiluer paued way of hea- 
uen to the hie built houſe of Ioue, there woulde J haue 
gaz de at the goꝛgious buildings, but my guide was in 
haſte, and conducted me into the great Hall, wher Iupiter 
and the reſt of the Gods were at a banquet, no ſoner was 
Jentred amongſt them, but Mercury ſpꝛindledme with 
water, which made me capaplc of their diuine pzeſence, 
ſo p I ſat ſtil lokingon their per ſons, and liſtning to their 
parle, at laſt me thought blunt Vulcan that ſat at ylow- 
er end of the booꝛd, although Venus aboue, ſat oppoſite to 
Mars, beganne thus roughly to bꝛeake ſilence: J cannot 

B. 3. migh⸗ 
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8 
mighty Gods but ſmile fo thinke that when my wile and 


her blind Donne, the one with her bore of beauties,the o⸗ 


ther with his quiuer of Arrowes, paſſe abꝛoade to ſhewe 
their Deities: whatngmber of pwze perplexed men as 
Patients come to haue cure of their hurts, ſome in their 


eyes, that hane gazed with the Phyloſopher agaynſt to 


bꝛight a Sunne,andſuch are blind: ſome that with VIiſ- 


ſes haue not ſtopped their eares, but haue liſtened the Sy- 
rens, and they complaine of their hearing: ſome in their 
harts, and thoſe bew2ates their paſſions by their grones: 


none comes without grefe, iv; returnethzoughly cured, - 


ſo that J ſuppoſe either the wounds are very perilous, 03 - 


my wife a bad Surgion, Truth(quoth Iupiter) but what 
number of women come hether: Pultitudes(quoth Vul- 


can) Apollo ſmathly and yet with a ſmile, demaunded 


if-they wors as bad to turt as men: Ho (quoth Vulcan) 
fo be the wound neuer ſo deepe , tis perfectly cured in 


twelue houres, epther my wife is moze friendly to Mo⸗ 
men, 02 their ſoꝛes moꝛe caſte to ſalue. No (quoth Mer- 
cury) it is becauſe their lones are like a mans bzeathas 
gainſt bꝛight ſteele', which ſcarſe lighteth on befoze it 


in the fire and waxeth hot, but neuer burneth: their harts 
reſemble a Pamice one, light: æ which way ſocuer peu 
turne it: full ot ſtarting holes, that if fancy ſteale in at the 
one, he can ſtep out at the other: oꝛ els quoth Iupiter, their 
harts haue no holes at all, vut as firme as flint, that nei⸗ 
ther fancy noꝛ loue can enter, foꝛ Venus feacheth them 
extremities, ether to fawne c be to fond, oz to be to cop 
and to ſtubboꝛne, which cauſeth ſs man to put vp inuec⸗ 
tiues againſt her. Leaſt of all(quoth the Ooddeſſe,) in a 
great chafe hath Iupiter cauſe to accuſe women of cruel⸗ 
ty,ifnot,J appeale to Iuno, at this all the company ſmiled 
and Iouc was ſilent, well (quoth Apollo,) leauing theſe 


leapeth off, oꝛ like wed wet in Allom-water, which lieth 


qnips ſeeing we haue met to be merry, if it pleaſe you to 


allow of my motion, to make vs ſome mulicke , I wilt - 


raiſe 
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9. 
raiſe vy the Ghoſts ol Orpheus and Arion, two, famous 
in their times foz their inftruments, and greatly experi- 
enced in Loue, as beeing great trauailers, and with that 
conuerſing the greateſt Potentates in the wozld, who 
often are as full of loues as they are of dignities : theſe 
ſhall pleaſe vs with harmony, and diſcourſe either what 
they thinke, oz what they haue heard of womens Loues: 


To this all the Gods gladly agreede, and Mercury was 


ſent in Poſt to Pluto foz theſe two Puſitians, ſcarſe had 
J thought Mercury had bene out of the Yall, befoze J 
ſaw enter with this winged God the Ghoſts of Orpheus 
and Arion, ſo linely to the exe, and ſo well trufſed in their 
apparell as theꝝ ſeemed perfeuly ſuch as they were when 
they liued vpon earth: Orpheus after that he had done 
due reuerence to the Sods, eſpecially to Apollo: tuning 
his inſtrument without anp moze commaund, as if his 
ſeruice ſhould be ſaluery, hee daintily toucht the Coꝛdes 
r and to a melodious tune, ſung this 
ity, - | N. 


Unpleus Song. 


HE that did ſing the motions of the ſtarres, 

Pale colour d Phæbus borrowing of her light: 
Aſpects of planets oft oppos d in iarres, 
Of Helper Henchmen to the day and night. 
Sings now of Loue as taugh by proofe to ſing: 
Women are falſe and loue a bitter thing. 


Tlou'd Euridicæ the brighteſt Laſſe, 
More fotid to likefo faire a Nymph as ſhe: 
In Thefaly, ſo bright none euer was, 
But ireand conſtant hardly may agree. 
Falſe harted wife to him that loued thee well: 
To leaue thy loue and chooſe the Prince of hell. 


* Than 
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| Theſeus did helpe and Lin haſt did im, 
1 To Pluto, forthe LafleI loued ſo: Gin 
| The God made graunt, and who ſoglad as I, 
| I tunde my Harpe, and ſhee and I gan goe, 
Glad that my loue was left to me alone. 
Tooked batk, Euridicæ was gone. 


She ſlipt aſide backe to her lateſt loue, 

Vankinde ſheewrong'd her firſt and trueſt Feere, 

Thus womens loues, delights as tryall proues, 

By falſe Eurydycæ I loued fo deere. 40 
To change, and fleete, and every way to ſhrinke, | 
To take in loue; and loſe it with a winke. | 


S Carſe had Orpheus ended his ſong, but Jupiter thin⸗ 
king not to let ſo faire a ball fall to the grounde : tooke 
oppoꝛtunitie thus by the hand, of W 
This pꝛeſent Dittie of Orpheus tendeth to our fozepaſ- 
ſed diſcourſe, as though the Fates had fozepointed our 
talke, and this arriuall conſequence of their infallible de- 
crees : ſith then the vnkindnes of Euridicz diſcouers the 
inconſtancie of women that Orpheus hath by his ſun⸗ 
d2y paſſions made an Anatomy of loue : let vs heare hys 
opinion howe hee cenſures of beautie. Apollo at lupiters 
motion commaunded Orpheus, who not amaſed (as a 
Ghoſt come from hell) began thus. The Queſtion right 
| mighty Gods is eaſte:; foz that commonly all gaze at 
beauty as at the faireſt obitu that flattereth the eve, vet 
C a thing perilous ,' howſoever- it ſeemes p2ectous : ſeeing 
the faireſt Lawnes ſooneſt take the deepeſt ſtaines, the 
| bꝛighteſt Berallcs the greateſt flawes , and oftentimes 
. the faireſt faces with intollerable faults: Greece vaunted 
$89 not ſo much of her beautifull paragon, as Troy lamented 


F- of their inceſtuous trumpet , men tame to Nome to ſet 
| Meſſalines beauty, but Rome ſoꝛtowed that hee was 
| counted a Yarlot ; Theſlaly rung of Euridites pzopoztion, 


| | but 
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but Theſſaly ſhamed and Orpheus griened at her bad con- 
dition, and yet fozſooth though we find beauty thus pꝛeiu⸗ 
diciall, pet we muſt leape at it, though to our vtter ruine 
we light in the ditch : But as the fiſh Ramera liſtning to 
the ſound of the trumpet, is caught ofthe Filhers : as the 
Po2cupine ſtandeth Caring at the glimmering ef the 
Starres, andis onertaken with dogges : as the Leopard 
looking at the Panthers painted ſkinne, is caught as a 
p2ay : ſo he which taketh too much delight to gaze vppon 
beautie, is oft times galled with greefe and miſery : pea, 
his pleaſure ſhall inferre ſuch p2ofite , and his good will 
ſuch gaines,as if hee reapt the beautifull Apples of Tan- 
talus, which are no ſooner toucht, but they turne to athes, 
Beautie no ſooner flouriſheth but it fadeth, and it is not 
fully ripe, but it beginneth torotte : it no ſooner bloſſom⸗ 
meth, but it withereth : and ſcarcely being toucht, it ſtap⸗ 
neth like the Guiacum leafe,that hath the one halpe par⸗ 
ched befoze the other halfe be perfec,to the Bir de Acau- 
this, which hatched white, yet turneth blacke at the firſt 
ſtoꝛme: D2 like to the tone Altites, that changeth cou- 
lour with the onely bzcath of a man: this (right mightie 
Gods) is my cenſure of beautie, that vnleſſe iopned with 
vertue, it is like the feathers ofthe Phenix, placed in the 
car kaſſe of a Crow, but where faith and feature are Re- 
latines, that beauty I call dinine and metaphiſica, fo2 be- 
cauſe gratior elt — veniens è corpore virtus. Thys 
diſcourſe of Orpheus all the Gods applauded except Ve- 
nus, Iuno bꝛookt it as hauing loſt the Ball, and Venus 
thought it was beit to pocket vp whatſoeuer a Ghoſt out 
of hell did tattle, and ſo J would haue all faire Gentlewo- 
men to take it: well, ſo well didthe Gods like and allow J. 
of his talke, that lupiter queſtioned him what hee thought | 
generally of women: Orpheus neither fozcing luno noꝛ 
Venus, as one that could but goe to hell, boldly made an- 
ſwer, that their generall ſex ſod vpon two extreames, ei⸗ 
ther to curteous oꝛ to 8 that he had made expe⸗ 
. rience 
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ence of both, and which quoth Iupiter are the wozſf + J 


note (quoth Orpheus) if your queſtion tendes towardes 
men, becauſe my particulcr inſtance may be no gencrall 
Example, but this well J wot, crueltie hath the greateſt 
puniſhment appointed fo21t in hell, which may it pleaſe 
you and the reſt of the Gods to be attentiue, J will pꝛoue 
with a knowne hiſtozy. The Gods ſetling themſelues in 
their ſeates, ſhcwed by their:filence how they lik d of his 
motion, whereupon Orpheus began thus, 


Orpheus Tale. 


Inte the mad frowes of Bacchus (in that J was ſwozn 
an enemp to women through the vnkintnes of Euri- 
dicz,) ſtoned ine to death while J ſate playing muſicke to 
the Rockes , which ſeemed to moue at my melody: my 
foule ſent to Pluto, J founde fauour at his handes foz that 
he wꝛonged me of my wife, that J had free liberty to paſſe 
into every ſeuerall mancion ; wherupon one day with mp 
Yarpe J walked though ſeuerall places, and heard ſeue⸗ 
rall complaints, but at the laſt J tame to a thicke fogge, 
the ſmoake and ſtench ſo deadly and peſtilent, as all the 
ghoſts in hell, reſpeding this dungeon, ſeemed to line in 
Eliſium, out of this miſt J heard the voice of a woman, vt⸗ 
tering pittifull ſhꝛikes, hauing remoꝛſe of her paſſions, A 
toucht my Yarpe,and plaid, thinking while my muſicke 
lated, to make her foꝛget her toꝛments, as J had done the 
other ghoſts in hell, but the told me all was in vaine, ſith 
as her faulte exceeded all, ſo her tozture was moze then 
they all: fo; — quoth ſhe J hang by the haire ol p heade 
in ſo thicke a ſmoake and ſtinking a fog, as no tongue can 
expꝛeſſe, noꝛ imagination conceiue it. Deſirous to heare 
the cauſe of this ſtrange extreame,J aſ kt her name, and 
the offence, ſhee witht mee halfe angerly to ceaſe my fid⸗ 
ling, and ſhe would diſcourſe at large: J put vp my pipes 
| at 


I M 
* atſach a dꝛy blowe; andſhee murmur ed out of the fogge 


thus, 
J am Lidia that renowned Pꝛinceſſe, whoſe neuer 


matched beauty ſeemed like the goꝛgious pompe of Phoe- 
bus, too bzight foz the dap: rung ſo ſtrongly out of the 
trumpe of Fame, as it filled every eare with wonder: 
Daughter to Aſtolpho, the King of Lydia : who thought 
himſelfe not ſo foztunate fo2 his Diadem, ſith other Rings 
could boaſt of Crownes: noꝛ foꝛ his great poſſeſſions, al⸗ 
though indued with large territozies, as happy that hee 
had a Daughter whoſe excellencie in fauour ſtained Ve- 
nus, whoſe auſtere chaſtitie ſet Diana to ſilence with a 
bluſh : Know whatſoeuer thou art that ſtandeſt attentine 
to my tale,that y ruddieft Roſe in all Damaſco, the whi- 
teſt Lillies in the creeks of Danuby, might not if they had 
vnited their natiue colours, but haue bathed at the vermi⸗ 
lion ſtaine, flouriſht vppon the pure Chꝛiſtall of my face: 
the Parguerites of the weſterne Indies counted moze 
bꝛight and rich, then that which Cleopatra quaft to An- 
thonie, the Cozall higheſt in his pzide vppon the Affricke 
ſhoares, might well be graced to reſemble my teeth and 
lippes, but neuer honoured to onerreach my purenes. Re- 
maining thus the mirrour of the Wozlde , and natures 
ſtrangeſt miracle: there arrined in our Court a T hracian 
Inght,of perſonage tall, pꝛopoztioned in moſt exquiſite 
fo2me, his face but too faire fo2 his qualities, foz hee was 
a bzaue and reſolute Souldiour , This Caualier com⸗ 
ming amonglt diners others to ſee the roiallie of the ſtate 
of Lidia, no ſooner had a glaunce of my beautie, but he ſet 
downe his ſtaffe, reſoluing either to perriſh in ſo ſweet a 


Labozinth, oz in time happily to ſtumble ont with Theſe- 


us. He had not ſtaide long in my Fathers Court, but hee 
ſhewed ſuch nightly deeds of chiualrie amongſt the no- 
bilitie,lightned with the extraozdinary ſparkes of a cou- 
ragious minde,that not onely hee was liked and loued of 
all the chefe Peres ol the * the repoꝛt — his 

vatour 
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14 
g tomy Fathers eares, hee was highly 
& placed in ſhozt time as Generall of his ; 


with gazing into the apꝛe, ſo he fedde his fancie with ſtas | 
ring on the heauenly face of his Goddeſſe , ſo long dallp⸗ | 
ing in the flame, that he ſcozcht his wings, + in time con⸗ 
ſamed his whole body. Beeing thus paſſionate, hauing | 
none ſo familiar as he durſt make, hee fell thus to debate ; 
Is it Alceſtes lone that troubles thee ? why thou art a | 
Houl diour, ſwoꝛne to armes, not to Armour: to incounter | 
foes in the felde, not to tourte Ladies in the Chamber: 
Hercules had almoſt perfozmed his twelue labours, ere 
he durſt find leyſure to love, and thou art ſcarſe acquain⸗ 
ted with Marz, but thou ſekeſt to be pꝛiuate friend to Ve⸗ | 
nus: away fond fole,to thy @peare and Shielde,manage 
thy hoꝛſe, though here in a peaceable Ccuntrep: let not 
Bees hiue in thy Helmet, ruſt inblaze the figure of ioath 
on thy Armour, oꝛ loue call thee her milkſoppe, by whom | 
warre it ſelfe hath appꝛwued marttall ; haſt thou fozgotte 
that which tt zou ſuckef out of thy Nurſes teate, that to 
loue is to loſe; and fancie bee it neuer ſo charie, is meere 
folly: foz loue how ſoeuer it bee, is but a Chaos of cares ; 
and fancie though neuer ſo foztunate,bath her croſſes : foʒ 
if thou inioy the beauty of Venus, thou ſhalt finde it (mall | 
vantage: if thou get one as nice as Mincrua, thou mayft 
put thy winnings in thine eye: if as go2gious as Juno, 
thy account being caſt, thy ſums will be rated with loſſe : 
| vea 
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pea, be ſhe chaſt, be ſhe& vertuous, be ſh& curfeons, con⸗ 
ſtant, rich, renowned, honeſt, honourable, pet if thou be 
wedded to a woman, thinke thou ſhalt finde in her (uffict- 
ent vanity to counteruaile her vertue: aſſure thy ſelfe ne⸗ 
ner to line leſſe without diſquiet,no2 die befoze thou haue 
cauſe to repent : which Craterus the Emperour noted, 
| when wiſhing that ſome ſiniſter miſfoztune might befall 
his foe; he pꝛaped vnto the Gods he might be married in 
| his youth, and dye without iſſue in his age: accounting 
mariage by this wiſh,farre moze full of pzciudice,then of 
| pleaſure. This, yea all this Aceſtes thou knoweſt to be 
true: but ſuppoſe it were not, is there not ſufficient to diſs 
| ſwade? beſide, ſeſt thou not? 02 hath fancy caſt ſuch a 
maſke befoze thine-eyes, that thou wilt not ſ& 2 that her 
| beauty as it is excellent, ſoit is high ſeated; both in the 
| dignity of her parentage, ⁊ the ſelfe conceite of her mind, 
to be gazed at, and ſo honozed : not to be reacht at and ſo 
| tnioped, thou ſeſt ſhe is little liberall ot her lokes, much 
| lefle pꝛodigall of her loue : ſhe couets rather a God, then 
| a man: the amongſt men think ſhe wil aime at the bigh- 
| 
| 
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eff, oz ſit ſtill as ſhe is: Pꝛide in her greateſt pompe fits 
inthꝛond in her eyes, and dildaine in her lokes: thatif 
the glaunce to ſo low as Aceſtes, it is rather to grace him 
with a ſmile then to ſhew him any fauour: beſide,foztune 
hath oppoſed her ſelfe to thy aſpiring thoughts, in that 
| thy god will hath not pet deſerued any ſuch guer don: thy 
| deſire, is farre aboue thy deſert : and the pooze ſtay of a 
| wandzing Knight, farre vnfitte foz the Pzinccly ſtats of 
wozthy Lidia: But ſuppoſe ſhe were picked in the ſame 
| veine, and that Venus would friendly inſtill ſome d2ops 
of her inchaunted water to mollifie her hart, yet p Duke 
her Father will neither condiſcend to her mind, noz con⸗ 
ſent to my motton:;nayif he ſhould but heare cf ſuch reck⸗ 
les folly,as he hath wzought my pꝛomotion, ſo hee would 
woꝛke my confuſion : and in troth Aceſtes, not without 


cauſe ;foz art thou ſo vopde of Ry vowde to vice,as 
3 to. 
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to requite his liberality with ſuch dilloyalty: to returne 
the truſt which hee repoſeth in thee with ſuch treachery : 
Lulh, Loue is aboue Lozd oz law, friend oz faith, where 
Loue buddeth, no aiſter is made account off, no King 
cared foz, no friend feared of, no duty reſpected : but all 
things done attoꝛding to the quality that is pꝛedominant. 
Vaſt thou beene a Souldiour, and dzeameſt thou of ſuch 
doubts ? are the courtings of Venus,moze perrillous then 
the incounters of Mars ? oz the deniall of a Lady, wozſe 
then the daunt of a foe : no Aceſtes, be not faint harted as 
the Noꝛth Jlands, where the people Iberi dwell foſter no 
venemous beaſt , noꝛ the Sea called Mare mortuum fe⸗ 
deth no Fiſh, ſo are there no Cowards ſuffered to arrine 
at Paphos, ſhe is but a woman, and therefoze to be wone: 
Then ſound on the march, aſke not of what degree lhe is, 
but where ſhe is: theſe wozds Aceſtes (carry emphaſis) 
and are moze fit foz a Souldier then fo a Louer: fog loue 
is queſie, and it it be ouer⸗ſtrained, cracketh at the firſt 
wꝛeſt: enduring in this doubt, he ſat downe deepely ouer⸗ 
charged with melancholy palũons: that as he which ea⸗ 
teth of the God Nutte, loſeth his memo2y : and as the 
Clephant feeding on the Pelptropian becommeth leppy: 
ſo Aceſtes fell into a dzowſic kind of contemplature, that 
to auoide ſuch togitations as combzed his minde, hee got 
him ſelke into a Gallery which was built betweene the 
Turrets cf the houſe, and there ſette himſelfe downe as 
balfe ina traunce : Louc, that toke pitty of this patient, 
ſo fauourd him, that he had not (at long in his dumps but 
that dia came thither all alone to be ſolitary, who ſeeing 
Aceſtes ſitting thus ſadly flumbzing , determined foz her 
owne recreation to be a little pleſant with him, and thers 
foze awakened him thus. 

Why how now Aceltes, is it your cuſtome in Thracia 
to bſe llumbers after meat foꝛ Phiſick ? oꝛ is it ſome me⸗ 
lancholy impꝛeſſion that thus amateth pour ſences: traſt 
me at the ficſt J called to remembzance the picture that 


Zerxſis 
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Zerxſis dzew of Endimion, lying vpon the mount of Ereci- 
nus, who leaning his head on his hand, his eycs ſhutte as 
one in a dꝛeame: pet had his face ſo bedued with diſtilling 
teares,as his outward plaints did ſufficiently bewzay his 
inward paſſions:and ſo Aceſtes, in this thy ſolitary dump? 
| didſt thou reſemble Endimion, both in countenance and 
| colour, that had teares fallen from thine eyes as thou 
wert in a traunce ? J had happily demaunded how Phebe 
had vſed thee : So apalde was Aceſtes at this ſodaine pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of Lidia, that hee ſat ſtili as a man dep2tued of his 
| ſences : till at the laſt gathering of his wittes together 
he art vp, and his due reuerence done, he made this an⸗ 

ſwere, | 
I think Padam that melancholy1snot particuler ct- 
ther to perſon oꝛ place, but that being a complexion, it fol- 
loweth oft times the quality of the affection : ſo that the 
mind any way diſtreſt, the body mult yeld in cffcc to the 
molt pzecious part: J confeſſe therefoze, that being dif 
quiet at my hart, J felt mine epes heaup, as they which 
| were the cherkeſt pꝛocurers of my maladp: but when J 
awoke and ſawe your excellencp, both your pꝛeſence and 
| curteſie greatly daunted my mind: pour pzeſence,in daze- 
ling mine eyes ſo ſuddenly with ſo ſolemne an obice ; 
| pour curteſte, in that your Ladyſhippe without curioſitie 
would vouchſafe to talke withſo mean a Gentleman:but 
I \ the beſt fruite hath the bꝛaueſt bloſſomes: the moſt 
pzectous tone, is choſen by the moſt gliſtering hue, and 
the beſt conditions, by the (ſweeteſt countenance : ſo that 
where beauty ratigneth,there vertue remaineth: and vn⸗ 
der a faire face reſteth a faithfull hart: But whereas you 
ſay you had taken mee foz Endimion by my penitrature 
E countenance, but that J wanted teares to decipher my 
| ſoꝛrow: J anſwer, that the hotteſt thunders are not euer 
quenched with raine, noz the deepeſt greefes euer diſcoue⸗ 
red bp teares: the ſtone Garatides fryeth without and 


is cold within, the Hermander leaſt when it is moſt full 
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of moiſture,loketh then moſt dzy : where the ſea is moſt 
deepe, there it is moſt calme:x where is the (ſmalleſt ſhe w 
of teares, there oft are the greateſt effec of ſozrow ; Foz 
truſt me Madam, JI thinke Endimion ſighing foz the ab⸗ 
ſence of his Lady Luna, neuer felt moze bitter paſſious 
on the mount Erecinus, then J ſuffered in this halfe wa⸗ 
king ſlumber; why ( quoth Lidia) are you in loue? Aceſtes 
at this queſtion fetcht a deepe ſigh, as it ſeemed his heart 
ſtrings ſhould haue crackt in ſunder, he ſtod as one in an 
extaſte, doubting whether nowe hee ſhould take time by 
the fo2e-head,oz to defer it till afterward: well, ſeeing op- 
poztunity ſo fit, he boldly toke hart at grace,and began to 
giue this encunter. 

They (Madame) that ſeeke to ſtop the ſwift running 
Volgo, a Rinuer that leadeth into Perſia, by ſtaying the 
ſtreame, maketh the flood flow moze fiercely ; to repꝛeſſe 
the fier, is to encreaſc the flame: and to conceale loue, is 
fo (mother (moake in the noſcthzill, which either wil out, 
oz els ſtifleth: wounds fed of with delapes feſter, and oft 
pꝛoue incurable: fancy long held in the graſſe, ſeldome 
p:oucs a timely Harueſt: which makes me to ſet my has 
zard on the Dice, and either pꝛeſently to heare the curte⸗ 
ous ſentence of my life, oz the truell dome of mp death. 
Since moſt excellent Pꝛinceſſe, J arriued at the Court 
of Lidia, ſo hath mine eyes fed on the beauty of your face, 
mine eares wꝛapt in admiration of pour denine wit, my 
mind inchaunted with the conſideration of your vertues, 
and my hart as the receptacle of all theſe excellencies, ſo 
deuoted to the ſubſtance that contriues ſuch ſupernatu⸗ 
rall qualities, that the exceding pleaſure, which ſo long 
luld mee in delight, at length ſuncke ſo derpe, that they 
grew fo greeuous paſſions: to (ay all (what J could at 
large diſcourſe) in on worde, ſo long did J gaze at pour 
beautp, that J was ſnared, and ſo long did J admire pour 
vertue, that now J reſt your Captiue: ſo farre Padame 
entred the Laboz inth, that either J muſt pcrriſh with the 

| Pe } Myno⸗ 


rg 
Minotaure; 03 els hinibly crane your apde, that the clas 
of your morcy may halo me fozth of ſuch att intricate dan⸗ 
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Lidia, who ſwelled in choller at theſe ſpeeches, coulde 

not bzoke to heare bp the ende of his diſcourſe, but far ing 
like angry Ioue, whoin his rage coucreth the beautifull 
Skye with a world of ſkozmes, ſo the incenfed with dyl⸗ 
daine, filled her ſweet countenaunce with a ſhaddowe of 
bitter frownes, knitting her bzowes ſhe beganne thus to 
reply. | . 
Why gentle maifter Knight, hath fo much familiari⸗ 
tie bzedde contempt : are vou ſuch a good hiſtognomer, 
that pon haue inſight into my wzincle in the bꝛowe and 
dimple in the cheekes 2 I ſee well if Apelles that cunning 
Painter, ſuffer the greaſie Sowter to take a view of his 
curious wozke,hee will growe ſo malapart as tomeddle 
with his picture, that he muſt be thꝛuſt into his ſhop with 
Ne ſutor vltra crepidum, if the pꝛoude Centaur Ixion bee 
bidden fo the feaſt of the Gods, no leſſe then Iuno herſelfe 
will ſuſtice him foꝛ his choyce. 

Det a Begger on hozſebacke, and they ſay he will ne⸗ 
ver light: extoll one of baſe lock to any degree of digni⸗ 
tie, and who fo pꝛoud and hautie: I ſpeake this Aceſtes to 
thy rep2oofe, fo2 that my Father hath made thee generall 
of his fozces, fakeſt thou te maiſter him in foꝛtune: will 
no dyet downe but my Fathers owne Diſh 2 no meaner 
mate ſuffiſe vnleſſe thou marry with a Pzince 2 Dyd my 
Father pꝛeferre thee, and now wilt thou pꝛeſume to bee 
his better? haue my lcokes beene fo louing, my glannces 
ſo full of god will, as to pꝛomiſe ſo much as thou dof pze- 
ſume : no, but the leaſt countenaunce of familtaritie to a 
ſeruile minde, pꝛotureth great incouragement : haſt thou 
euer noted any of mp actions ſo bafe, that thou mighteſt 
think J would match with a man of thy calling? Yaue J 
wantond it ſo euer in thy ſight,as thou mightft think mee 
fit foz Venus? But ſuppoſe my Ow were ſo fonde, as I 

. would 


— Je 1 


— 


wonid(alng — as euer haut done) ſtoope node ſo 


low: think elt thou my Father coulde afoo2de thee bys 


Daughter Lidia, whom he farre piſeth abone his crotun: 
yopeſt thou to compalle his.conſent : No, but if he knewe 
of thy daring pzeſumtion,he would repay thy follie with 
ſuch puniſhments, as thy aſpiring thoughts doe my 
her woulde vnplume ther of all thy feathers ; and like E- 
ſops Crowe turne thee. naked to the wozlde 2 that they 
which grudged at thy haſtie pzomotion , might laugh at 
thy ſadaine fall: if therfoze thou loue thine own welfare, 
kepe thy ſelle within thy bounds : leaſt in ſoaring with 
the Hobby, to fall to the geound with the Larke : and in 
daring with Phaeton, thou fal headlong into ſuch infirmi- 
ties, as thou ſhalt neuer be able to crepe out of: and with 
that ſhe flung away in a great rage, and left Aceſtes paſ- 
ſing paCionate: ſo that hee ſate him downe againe moze 
melancholie then he was befoze : muſing aud meditating 
vppon the cruell reſolution of Lidia , flumbzing thus on 
his harde foztune , vppon a ſuddaine hee fell into theſe 
tearmes, SY" ; 
But by the ſ werte, how Gould wee know the ſower : 
the white ſeemeth moſt ſiluer hued when it is adiopned to 
blacke: and pzoſperitic is molt ſwateft when it bath 
beene foze-crofſed with aduerſity. This painciple perhaps 
Lidia meanes to make me try by experience, thinking to 
fede mee firſt with bitter bꝛoathes, that after, dainty fare 
may moꝛe delight me: foz the childing colde of Winter, 
makes the Sommers Sun moze pleaſant: and the frow- 
ning lookes of Lidia, will cauſe het ſmiles to ſeme myuze 
cherefull. Then Aceſtes ceaſe not to purſue thy ſute, vn- 
till thou finde her moze cucteous ,. oz reſolutely vowed to 
remaine obſtinate,. , 439%; lr. 
Thus like a valiant Champion, Aceſtes neuer feared 
that millike hung in Womens bzowes , and into theya 
harts hee could not pꝛy: but hoped the belt, and ſought {oz 
oppoztunitie to iterate his (ute in this diſtreſſe. But Aan 
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Salad ct city bo hunt with this vdumg no⸗ 
nice, would not miniſter ſuch fitte octaſion that hee might 
haue ſole and ſolitary accefſe to his Goddeſſe : foz Lidia 
vpon pzetended purpoſe,ſo warily auoidedhis companie ; 
and with fuch diſdainfull lookes rewarded his pꝛeffered 
dutie,that Aceſtes was faine to aime his courſe by a new 
compaſſe,and therefo:e getting into his Chamber, ſtep⸗ 
ping to his ſtandiſh, he wzote her a Letter to this effect, 


 deefier to the beautifull Princeſſe 


Lidia, wiſheth what ſhee deſires. 


© Uchas take ſurfeite by feeding too greedily on the Ha⸗ 
ny tembes of Hibla, ſecke cure by taſting ouermuch of 
theſwete ſuger Canes in Candi. The Phalanga ſtingeth 
deadly,and his venome can bee dzawne out onely by rub- 
bing ouer the place with gol de. They which fall ficke of 
Loue, maſt haue potions miniſtred by fancie # charmes 
from Venus to tie about their temples, oꝛ els come Apol- 
lo with all his d2ugs : the patient will returne him thys 
anſwer. Nullis amor eſt medicabilis Herbis. J ſpeak thys 
ſweet P2incefſe,as a patient troubled with the ſame paſ- 
lions: fo2 ſo veeply haue J impzinted the rich Carracters 
of your exquiſite perfections, in the cloſet of my thoughts: 
that neither mine owne endeudur feeling J haue aſpyꝛed 
too hie, noꝛ pour rigoꝛ checking me J am bozne tu lowe, 
ſerueth any way to race out thoſe Ideas which ſo firmelie 
J baue concetned: J ſeeke to ſuppꝛeſſe lone with reaſon : 
and Jfinve that Jquench fire with Flare : I bie abſence, 
that is Oyle in the flame: J frequent copany, their talke 
is tedious vnto mer: J ſecke to be ſolitarte; oh then as in 
viſions pour ſwerte ſelfe is pꝛeſent, as that celeſtiall ob⸗ 
iet whereon mine exe coucteth to gaze, and my minde fo 
meditate. Sith then Madame, your beautie hath made 
ng ne ſurkeit,let pour curteous 2 cure wy diſeaſe: re- 
ic> 


iea him nat orewinür that regardeth you with ſach res 
nerence ; pee haue their loues not in their own 
willes,but as nd Fo2tune pleaſethto alot: ſome 
gaze hic and tumble not, as Vulcan whe de courted Ve- 
nus, ſome loke low and gaine not, as Eumenides, that mas 
ried a Farmers daughter that pꝛoued vnc haſt + ſure Jam 
howſocuer J ſhall ſpeede, it will be noze honoz foz mee to 
perriſh in her deſires, then line in baſe foztunes , Then 
Madam, ſewing my loue is like to p ſtone Lincoſtis, which 
the lowder the winde bloweth , and the deeper they are 
dꝛencht in the water, the moze they burne a blaze: ſo the 
moꝛe pou lerke to coole my fancie with diſdame, the moze 
my affection is kindled with deſire: the greater diſpapze 
you dꝛiue mee into by denials, the greater hope tnconras 
ged by cõſtancie J haue to obtaine my requeſts? in which 
feruent affection } meane to remaine withont change, 
crauing in liew of this my lotaltic,that J may bee admit- 
ted by degrees into pour fauoz, tuen as my deſcrts in laue 
ſhall merrit, which (hall be as the blifſe of heauen to him 
that pineth away, and as yours onely and euer. 


| Still in hope 
Aceſtes. 


T Vis Letter tonueid with great ſpeede and no leſſe ſes 


crecy to Lidia beeing then ſolitary in her Chamber, 
who receiuing them, vnripping the ſeales, ſawe no ſconer 
the name of Aceſtes, but ſhee perteiued he was impoꝛtu⸗ 
nate in his old ſute: which dꝛoue her into ſuch a fury, as 
at the firſt ſhe flung away his Letter in great dildaine, 
vpbzapding him of immoderate pꝛeſumption, that durſt 
attempt the loue of ſuch a Paragon: ſo that thzoughty in⸗ 
flamed with choller, cher ſtept haſtily to the Letter and 
red it, which after ſhe had peruſed, falling ints a ſatyꝛi⸗ 
call ſcotfing kinde of men en n this 

aunſwere.. | 1 
0 


To her new found Lover Aceſles, 
the great Knight of Thracia, 
Health. ; 


S Mete Sir, J receiued your paſſionate Letters, and 

pitty them as the inhabitants of Labia Labozinth do 
the paſſengers that perriſh on their helues , whom they 
gaze on, but neuer releeve ; your witty invention tels me 
that you are ſtung with the Phalanga, and ſo are in loue: 
take if the moze patiently , fo2 no doubt the ſerpent was 
Venus meſſenger, cls had the not fancy in &d of inſeai⸗ 
on: But alas, pour malady cannot be cured but by mp 
meanes: know then bꝛaue Caualier of Thracia, that my 
cunning is to ſmall to enterpꝛiſe the compoſition of any 
ſecret umples, and my calling to great to become a 
Phiſition to ſuch a paltring Patient: fo that J neyther 
tan no will cure any other mans diſeaſe by being pzetu- 
diciall to mine owne ſafety, but gentle ſir thinke me not 
cruell: fo2 it is the influence ofthe ftarres, + the cfraes 
of nature that maketh theſe contrarieties, as hauing op- 
polde vs in the calculation of our natinity, fo2 as the 
Panther cannot abide the company of the Dwnce, as 
the Uulture is moꝛtall enemy to the Eagle, and the blod 
of a Lyon t a Wolfe can neuer be mixed in one bowle, ſo 
as impoſſible it is by requeſts, be they neuer (o ruthfull to 
vecome thy friend, which by the deſtinies and inſtind ef 
nature am thy moztall foe , Ceaſe then to accuſe mec of 
crueltp, and leaue off to appeale to my curteſie, fo2 thou 
ſhalt alwayes be ſure to finde the one, and neuer to fæle 
the othet: vet leaſt thou ſhould condemne Lidia of ingra⸗ 
titude, 'who euer was bountifull to her greateſt foe 8, 
though J cannot inwardly mittigate thy miſery, vet A 
wil outwardly teach ther to apply ſuch playſters, as ii 
the experience of them appꝛoue true, ſhal greatly appeaſe 


thy paine: At is reported that he which dꝛinketh of the ri- 
4 iD 3 uer 


uer — moztiieth his atections, but if the 


water be toucht by any meanes befoze it be dzunke, the 
vertue thereofis of no value. He that weareththe fethers 
of the bird Ezalon —__— „ tal euer be ſoztunate in 
his loue, but if they be not puld when the Dunne is eclip- 
ſed : they are of no fozce, and to be b3iefe there is nothing 
that ſoner dꝛiueth away amozous conceits, the to rub the 
temples of thy head with the ſweate of an Ae, which if 
you can perfoꝛme, as no doubt you may put in pꝛadiſe, 
feare not but pou hall count my Philicke authenticall, 
Thus gentle knight ol Thracia, you haue heard my mind, 
and ſo J warn you to wads no further, leaſt J haue cauſe 
to laugh and pau to repent. 


Lidia of Lidia reſolned to millike 
| of Aceltes of Thracia. 


Vis Letter ſhee ſent by one of her Genflewomen to 

Acc(tes, who no ſoner read the contents, but the diſ⸗ 
daine of his efſe ſtroke ſuch a colde dumpe to his 
hart, that hee ſat as the picture of Pigmalion , when the 
po2e caruer leaned with great paſſion on his mat ble mi⸗ 
ſtreſſe: his thoughts were on diſpaire , his muſings on 
diſpaire, the obiects to his epes,ſounded the vgly ſhadowe 
of diſpaire : that as one lunatick, he ſaid: Venus was ths 
ſtrumpet of Mars, the baude of Iupiter, the Patroneſſe of 
leachers: and that in all her Kingvome there was ney⸗ 
ther loue noꝛ vertue, but laſt and vanity; J graunt(quoth 
hs) the h. tj beauty to beſtow , bat ſo it is tempꝛed with 
p2ide, as hee that bupes it doth penetentiam emere: ſheg 


hath many ſuch truls as Helena to ſell, but they were ei⸗ 


ther ſo froward 92 ſo frolick, as feare may perſwade them 
fromthe one, o turne them from the other: Mee is Sod⸗ 
defſe of womens hearts, but Hee trickes them vp with 
ſueh falſe colours, and engraues ſomany pzinciples of 
yer Philoſophy, in the verycenter ofit, that they are 1 
exper 
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erpert in coyning ot deceites, fo2ging of teares,feigning 


of ſighes, calling of lokes, lending of fauning ſmiles, and 
fuch pzetudiciall pollictes to bewitch men, as euer the 
Caldees were in their diuinations, but this is,ſuffiſcthnot 
to reueuge me on her wozds, would the were moztall,the 
would thee were Mars, that J might with my arming 
© wo2de pearce their diſdaine and ingratitude in ſingle 
Combate, Nn 

As thus hee was halte in a frenſie, one tame to him 
from the King with Letters, the contents whereof were, 
that he ſhould make him ready with all poſſible ſpede to 
paſſe into Pamphilia, ta make inuaſion with fire i ſwoꝛd: 
This ne wes come to Aceſtes view, as a man reuiued fro 
the dead, hes burſt from his fozmer plaints, and began 
thus to frolicke with him ſelfe: Row deſpight of Venus 
hath Foztune ſwozne to ioyne me in friendſhip with op⸗ 
po2tunity, now time p2offers the full cup, and the deuill 
take me if Jcarowſe it not: Now Lidia ſhall be mine if 
euer ſhe ſhalbe to any: women are wonne with honozs :; 
the fame of Pzoweſſe challengeth moze then cloquence, 
a Souldiers (wo2d pzeuaileth moze with a Pzincefſe,the 
a Cowardes pen: when newes ſhall come to Lidia that 
Aceſtes hath made a conqueſt of Pamphilia, whe he ſends 
the Kinges Crowne as a token to the faire and matchles 
Lidia, the no doubt but ſhe wil be as curteons,as now ſhe 
is cruell: her lokes will lighten leue , where now they 
dꝛop hate: her woꝛds will be welcome, where now they 
thzeten reuenge: Conquerers carry commaunds in their 
fo:eheads, and loue kneeles to them where others bow to 
loue 7 then Aceſtes ply the , martiall thy Souldiours in 
haſt to Vamphilia, and there fight both foꝛ honoz and loue, 
which either reſolue to get 02 to miſſe of hoth with death: 
Pauing thus comfozted him ſelfe, he pzouided all things 
neceCary foz his voiage into Pamphilia, both of ſouldiers, 
money, |victuals, and munition: which beeing ready 2 
taking his leaue onelie of the Bing (ſoz. Lidia would 


nok. 
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not ko be (ene : then marched fo2warde towardes Pam- 

hilia. " ! (33 AS90110 £01 G0G 2 2 
8 Ho ſoner was he arriued within the Territoꝛies, but 
with fire and ſwoꝛd he made ſuch furious inuaſlon, that 
tho pwꝛe Jnhabitants thought Mars had bene ſent to fill 
the Countrey with ltratagems, the King hearing of this 
martiall Aceſtes, underſtanding what a warlike Knight 
he was, how hardy to attempt, how politique in placing 
the Squadzons-of his men, not onely foz aduantage of 
troups, but of ground: further being foure (coze thouſand 
ſtrong in fotmen at armes and-hozſe, he found his owne 
ſtrength vnable to withſtand him, that he ſent to p Kings 
of Cylicia aad Caria foz ayde: who vnited with him in a 
league, bꝛought downe with as great ſpede as might be, 
their fozces, and generallp ſetting them in troupes, deui⸗ 
ded them into th2e ſeueral Battalions, wherof the kings 
in perſon were Conduas: and ſomarching to mat Ace- 
ſtes they incountred him in the great plaine Reſena, there 
both Campes lay intrencht by the ſpace of thꝛes dapes, at 
laſt Aceſtes ſent out a few Yozſe to dare them from their 
fo:tifications, which the Rings ſewing, aſhamde that one 
man of fo baſe account, ſhould ſurpaſſe ſuch Punces in 
magnanimikp andvalour : iſſued out, and oꝛdꝛing their 
battailes bzauely, gaue the charge: Aceſtes ſeeing moze 
then hee loktfo2 , doubled courage, and recetued them 
with fach reſolution, that the Cyhcians and Rings of Ca- 
ria wiſht they had kept ſafe in their Kingdomes : pet mas 
king no ſigne of doubt, they intouraged their men and re⸗ 
nued the charge: but in vaine,fo2 Aceſtes with a Coznet 
of Dimilaunte and men at armes, hadbzoken into their 
maine battaile, that the troupes diſoꝛdered, they began 
to fix: they ot Pampluſa bought in ſreſh men, but Aceſtes 
matched them with his ſpare Dquadzons2:«thatvtterly 
difcomfited the: them Lidians be gan purſute, and made 
great laughter, and many were ſlayne: the Ringes of 
Caria and Cy licia eſcapt, hee of Paniphiha was Cayne, as 
| | fighting 


2 7 
fighting moze venferonſly foz that fwas fo2 his otvne, A- 
ceſtes, gthe victozy,ſounded the retraite, gaue hys 
Soul diours the ſpoile to encourage them, and one day reit 
to eaſe them : the next he marched vp into the Countrey, 
poſſeſſed himſelfe of the kingdom to hie Rings vſe, tooke 
the noble men ſwozne to allegance, and in euery Towne 
of any ſtrength he placed gariſons: This done, he diſpat- 
ched Letters to his Soueraigne of his conqueſt, and ſent 
the crown of the king of Pamphilia to Lidia foz a pꝛeſent: 
the meſſenger diſpatcht,he reſolued on reuenge, and be- 
fide his Commiſſion went into Caria and Cylicia, where 
he ſet vp the like trophies, foz hee made conqueſt of both 
the Kingdoms, and bzought the two Kinges, much trea- 
ſure, and many pꝛiſoners to Lidia. But while hee was in 
his warres,and iournying homeward, the Letters came 
fo the ing, andthe Crowne to his daughter: he recciued 
the one, ſhee ſcoznfully reiected the other: but her Fatyer 
was glad of ſuch newes, looking daily foz the honouring 
of Aceſtes, who was the longer foꝛ his other vicozies, 

Mell, the dap came, Aceſtes was entred Lidia, and the 
King as foz his credite he coulde do no leſſe, did ſummon 
the Perres of his Realme to meete at his Courte, which 
then he held in Raguſa, the pꝛintipall Citty of his Domi⸗ 
nions: whether they all repaired and pꝛepared Juſtes, 
Turnepes, and Bariers, in tryumph of Aceſtes victozies. 
It was not long but this luſtie warriour came to the Cit⸗ 
tie with his ſpoyle, and entered the gates, where he was 
receiued of the Cittizens with great ſignes ol top: paſſing 
though the ſtreetes as the auncient Romaine Dictatozs 
did in their triumphes, crowned with a Lawzell Gar⸗ 
land, ſeated in a triumphing Chariot, he rode richly tho- 
row the ffreets with great ſhoutes and ſhowes to they; 
2 : where diſmounting, her marched like Mars oz 

Jercules, attended on with two Rings, in ſuch poꝛtly and 
magnificall oꝛder, that the ing and the nobles ſeeing him 
enter the Hall, where the * in a rich thꝛone was ſea⸗ 
. ted, 
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ted, and his Daughter on his right hand, were amazed, as 


noting in his face ſome extraozdinary ſparkes of Chiual- 
rie: Aceltes pacing vp to the ſteps that tecendedfrom the 

Kings ſeate, placing on eyther hande a King,began thus 

to deliuer his tale. 

Right mightie Soueraigne, executing the charge of 
the Generall of thy fozccs againſt Pamphila, as thy cõ⸗ 
maund and my allegance bad me, J entred with fire and 
ſwozd, and by the helpe of Foztune made conqueſt of the 
Countrey, the King is llaine, his Crowne J ſent to thy. 
Daughter, the kingdom is gariſond to thy vſe: his confe- 
derates theſe two Bings of Cara 4 Cylicia, foz that they 
baited their ſupplies to his foꝛces, J inuaded, conquered, 
and bought hither Captiues: their Crownes they2 king⸗ 
doms, the treaſure, the bondllaues, fo2 that they were 
without thy Commiſſion, J not pꝛeſent to thee, but to the 
Pꝛinceſſe Lidia, with all the honour J won in the ficlde, 
euer vowing to deuote all mp thoughts, my actions, and 
my Swoꝛd and life, as pꝛeſt to execute her tommaunde 
and ſerutce ; with that, riſing vp, he led the Ringes to the 
P2inceſſe,and deliuered them her as her Captiues, ſhee 
coulde not fo2 ſhame in ſuch a pꝛeſence, but faine a good 
countenaunce, and accept them gratefullp: whom ſhee 
fo:thwith pꝛeſented to her Father, who entertaind them 
as belonged com Bingly pꝛiſoners: all the Noblcs cas 


ſting their epes on Accltes, as honouring the man foꝛ his 


vertucs ; the Bing ſtarting vp, gaue him great thanks, 


and bad him demaunde ſome-what befoze that henoꝛzable 
aſſcmblte : with the gift whereof hee might gratifie him: 
ſwearing whatſocuer he craued, as he was true king hee 
woulde perfo2me it: Aceſtes hearing this happy motion, 
caſting his eye on the Lady Lidia, boldly beganne his re- 


quelt thus, | 
Altheugb right mighty Soueraigne, Crownes and 
Kingdoins be ſweete,and your grace hath willed mee (a 


aſke any thing withaut acception ; pet foz that J paunde 
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my life & honoz fo2 the atchining of theſe conqueſts with 
my blood, which a Souldiour holdeth far deerer then Di⸗ 
adems ; A little make account of ſuch pelle: but rather 
make choiſe of that which J pꝛefer befoze honour, life, and 
land, oz all the woꝛld, if it ſhould be pꝛeſented to me: and 
that is, the faire and vertuous Pzincefſe Lidia. Scarce 
had Aceſtes vttered this woꝛde Lidia, but the King ſtart- 
ing from his ſeat, turned to his daughter, and aſked what 
lone was paſſed betwixt her & Aceſtes. Such (quoth ſhee 
with a frowning countenaunce, as paſt betwixt Iuno and 
the Centaure Ixion: J not deny, but befoze his tourney to 
Pamphilia, he courted and made great ſute by woꝛde, and 
letters, but howe J diſdained the motion of ſo baſe a com⸗ 
panion, let the aunſwers of his Letters manifeſt ; And 
nowe befoze this royall 4 honozable aſſembly J p;oteſt, if 
Aceſtes were featurde like Narciſſus, as couragious as 
Hercules, hauing as many heroicall vertues as euer had 
any, and could pꝛeſent me enery day two Kings foz Cap⸗ 
tines till he made me Empꝛeſſe of the Wozld, yet woulde 
J diſdaine him, as one vnwozthy the Pzinceſſe Lidia. At 
this aunſwere, all the aſſembly abaſhed, as counting the 
Pꝛinteſſe diſcourteous and ingrate: the King as a man 
inflamed with furie, began to pꝛoſecute his Daughters 
ſpeech in this manner: Pzeſumptuous T hracian, vnfitte 
with theſe late conqueſts , rather obtained by the ill fo2- 
tune of theſe Rings, then thy pꝛoweſſe: fo2 thou haſt done 
mee ſeruice, J graunt thee life, but foz thyne aſpy2zing 
thoughts to demaunde the Pꝛinceſſe Lidia , I diſcharge 
thee of thy Generalſhip,and abſolutely of my ſeruice, cõ⸗ 
maunding thee vpon paine of death, within ten dapes to 
depart out of all my dominions, and neuer to appꝛoch my 
Confines 02 land. This ſaide, the Ring in great choller 
roſe vp ready to depart, the Nobles were amazed and 
gretued, vea, aud grudged ſecretly at Aceſtes wong, but 
fo; feare of the King were ſilent: Aceſtes howſocuer in⸗ 
wardly vexed, yet ſhewed no diſcontent in his counte⸗ 
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nance, but with a Souldiers courage pulling of his Gar⸗ 
land, ſaid: Jam not diſmated at this dome, foz that Jnes 
ner greeted at the ouerthwarts of Foztune ; what J haue 
got in thy Court, J leaue, as diſdaining ought 91s thine: 
the honour J haue wonne, is mine owne, and that thou 
canſt not depꝛiue me off, and ſo committing my foztunes 
to my deſerts, J leaue thee and thy Court: and ſo ſoone as 
may be thy Country: where if euer J arriue, J dare thee 
to do thy wozlt : and with that Aceſtes went away, and 
the King with the two Kings and the Loꝛds, paſſed in to 
dinner. 

No ſwner was Aceſtes alone, but the ingratitude of 
the Ring, the diſdaine of his Daughter, the diſgrace offe- 
red velvety, ſo pierſt him to the hart, that as ſuch as dꝛink 
of Lethe become obliuious: ſo he foꝛgetting the beauty of 
Lidia; fell to ſuch deepe thoughts of hate and reuenge, that 
be enioyned himſelfe fo2 a great ſpace to be ſolitary, that 
Nemeſis and he might conſult together how to bzing both 
the Father and the Daughter to confuſion : at laſt hee res 
ſolued to goe to Armenia to Sertorius, there great Poten⸗ 
tate of that Country, whom her knew to be moztall ene⸗ 
mie to the King of Lidia, and in this reſolution hee tooke 
bis journey, No ſooner was hee arriued in the Armenian 
Court, but woꝛde was bzought to Sertorius that Aceſtes 
the martiall Thracian, that conquered Pamphilia, Caria, 
and Cylicia, was come diſguiſed , and as a ſtranger into 
his Court: the King hearing this, toke one oz two of hys 
chefe Lo2ds, and went to ſalute Aceſtes, and to giue him 
honourable entertainement, ſuch as belonged to ſo migh⸗ 
tie a Cõquerer:Aceſtes perceiuing himſelfe to be known, 
after due reuerence dane to the Bing, began at large to 
diſcourſę to him what ſeruice he had done to the King of 
Lidia, arid how hee was rewarded, crauing ſuccour and 
ſupply of his Paieſtie, that hee might reuenge with hys 
Swoꝛde. The Ring amazed at ſuch monſtrous ingratt- 
tude, wondzing how ſuch bale reſolutions coulde har bout 
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in the hart of a Pꝛince, he pꝛomiſed Aceſtes not onely to 
ayde him with an army of appzoued Souldiers, but in 
perſon to hazard him ſelfe, both to requite olde iniuries: 
and fo repꝛoue in iuſtice ſuch an abuſe offred without de⸗ 
ſert. This anſwer of Sertorius ſo contented Aceſtes, that 
after great thanks, hee reſted in the Court, paſſing fro- 
licke, til the fozces were furuiſhing: which no ſ@ner were 
ready, but without delay Sertorius and Aceſtes marchcd 
merrily fozwarde towardes the confines of Lidia, as ſone 
as Aceſtes had ſette his fote within the ground of the in- 
gratefull Bing,  dzawing his Sword, hee ſwoze not to 
ſheathe it, till hee had made it dzunke with the blood of 
Lidians, commaunding his Sculdiers (foz Sertorius had 
giuen him the o2d2ing of the battailes) that thcy ſhould 
vſe all extremeties of martiail,burne,ſack,ſpoile Cittics, 
Townes, and Caſtles, to caſt all to the ground, to take 
none Captiues of whatſocuer degree 02 ſer, but to put all 
tothe Sword: men as they were ſabiecs in Lidia, Mo⸗ 
men as the woꝛmes that he moſt hated ; Childzen as the 
. ſue of them both: the pillage of all ſhould be theirs,only 

the Ring of Armenia ſhould haue the Kingdome, and he 
would content him ſelfe with reuenge: this Ozation en- 
ded, he furioufly marched fozward, and where hee came, 
left the Countrey deſolate : The King of Lidia hearing 
this, was dꝛiuen into a great agony, but diſſembling his 
greefe foꝛ feare of diſcouraging his Souldiers, he leuied a 
mighty army,;andhaſted fozward to buckle with Aceltes 
whom he met halfe at aduantage , as hauing moſt of his 
men at pillage : whereupon the Lidians taking opoztuni- 
ty ſet vpon the Armenians, but Aceſtes ſo ràngde thoſe 
that he had, in ſuch warlike (o2f : that he not only aboade 
the bzaue of his enemy, but entred his battaile, diſozdc- 
red his ranckes, and put them to the flight: many were 
llaine in that pzeſent place, ſuch as eſcapt and fled, were 
met by the Pillages and haruiers of the Armenians, and 


all put to the (wozd,ſo that of fozty thouſand Lidians there 
E3 ſcarſe. 
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ſcarſe remained thirty withthe King, who paſſing vp in⸗ 
to the Country: inſconſt him ſelfe within a ſtrong Caſtcl 
with his Daughter Lidia, a few faint hartedSvuldiers, 
and all the treaſure hee tould get: Aceſtes followed his 


Foztunes, andleauing Sertorius behind with the mayne 
battaile, toke with him ten thouſand Yozſe,and ſire thou- 
ſand fote,and made after the King of /.1dia, as faſt as his 
men were able to march: comming at laſt tothe Caſtell 
weere he was inſconſt, firft he intrencht a ſiege round a⸗ 
bout and legard it on cuery ſide, then he damd vp all ſurh 
ſpꝛings, wels, and Conduits, as ſerued the Caſtell with 
freſh water: this done, hee reſolued not to loſe a man at 
the aſlault, but to make them peeld by famine. The Pzins 
ceſſe Lidia loking ouer the walls, ſeinghow her moztall 
enemy had girt the Caſtell with Souldiers, Armenians 
men there thirſted after blod,and hated both her and her 
Father,ſhe fell from thoughts to paſſions, from paſſions 
to teares: inſomuch that ſhe ſat her downe, and wept bit⸗ 
terly: her Father comming vp the batilments,ſ&ing his 
daughter in ſuch perplered eſtate , finding want of victus 
als, and that of fozce he muſt be famiſhed: greefe topping 
his ſpœch, he ſat him downe and bare her company in her 
paſſtons : and after conſulted how fo pꝛeuent enſuing mi⸗ 
ſerp, many coniectures caſt: at laſt thep reſolued to ſubs 
mit themſelues to his mercy, whereupon Lidia decking 
her ſelfe in moſt goꝛgious attire, accompanied onely with 
two of her Ladies, paſſed out of the Caſtell gate, 4 went 
toward the Legar: the Sentonell no ſoner had them in 
hold, but they were honourably conueped to the Pauilion 
of Aceſtes, who being certiſted that the P2incefſe Lidia 
was attended to ſpeake with him ,- leapt from his ſeate, 
and went to entertaine her, Lidia no ſoner ſaw him, but 
the fell downe at his feete: Aceſtes curtecuſly toke her 
vp, and ſetting her in his ſeate, demaunded her what ſhe 
craued: Lidia all blubbered with teares, falling downe 
on her knees, began thus. _ = 

Pighty 
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| Aceſtes, if repentance were any ſatiſfadion 
fo offences, 02 ſozrowe any ſalue to couer ingratitude, if 
feares might wipe away diſdaine, if a Uirgines blood 
would pay raunſome fo: them which haue done amiſle ; 
J would pꝛeſent all theſe to pacifie the fury of thy con⸗ 
quering ©wozd; but J know ſuch deepe hate of my Fa- 

thers ingratitude, ſuch deſire to reuenge my rechleſſe dil⸗ 
daine, and the diſgrace p2offered by both: hath ſet a fire 
the hart of Aceſtes , as nothing may ſerue to quench ſuch 
an ouer heated flame: Oh yet might J finde lo much fa⸗ 
uour, that my death might redeme the old man my Fa- 
ther, if not foz the loſſe of ingdome, yet of life: and from 

falling into the handes of his ancient enemy Sertorius, J 

ſhould account eAceltes as mertifull as he is valiant : if 
my treaties may not pꝛeuaile, as it little behoucth Ace- 
{tes any way to fauour Lidia, pet graunt me this, that 3 

map dye bpon thine owne Swoꝛde, that my blood vani- 

ſhing on thy blade, thou mayſt be ſatiſfied, and J laughs 
tred: by the hand of Aceſtes ſo bzaue a Souldier, might 

dye contented, 

No ſooner had ſhee vttered theſe wo2ds, but ſhee peu- 
red fo:th ſuch ſtreames of teares, as made the Armeni- 
ans to take pitty of the diſtreſſed Pzincefle ; Aceſtes tas 
king her vp againe, called foz his dwo2de, and vntſhea- 
_ falling downe at her fate, began thus to make 
reply, 

Such deepe impꝛeſſion of greefe [werte Goddeſſe, hath 
pierced the heart of Aceſtes, in that hee hath lifted his 
© wo2de againſt that Loꝛd that harboꝛeth Lidia ſuch ſoʒ⸗ 
row, ſuch repentance, ſuch remoꝛce, in that J haue done 
any thing that might offend the Þ2incefſe Lidia, whoſe 
deuine p2cſence hath racedout all intent to reuenge: and 
ſo captiuated againe her 4celtes : that here franckly he 
offreth his conquering Swoꝛde, (that hath atchiued ſo 
many battailes) into the hand of his miſtreſſe to chaſtice 
eyther with death if ſhe pleaſe, that daring e 
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hath ſo deepel y offended, and with that he ſat as a man in 
atraunce : Lidia ſeing the had bought the Beare to the 
ſtake, thought now ſo cunningly to muzzle, as ſhe would 
kepe him hereafter foz biting ; following therefoze her 
inchauntment, ſhee fell about his necke, and wette his 
cheekes with her teares in ſuch ſozt,that at laſt from we- 
ping they fell to kiſſing, yea ſo did Aceſtes comfozt Lidia, 
that from melancholy ſhe grew to be ſome what pleſant, 
the Knight poſſeſſed thus of his Lady (as hee thought) af- 
ter he had banqueted her with ſuch delicates as ſouldiers 
can affw2d, taking only her hand fo2 pawne of his fafety, 
he went with her fo the Caſtell, where they were no (ws 
ner entred, but the King of Lidia with his Crowne in his 
Hand met Aceſtes, and ſubmitting him ſelfe, offered both 
his diadem and daughter as due to ſo vicozions a cham⸗ 
pion, Aceſtes refuſed his dignittes , but accepting of his 
Daughter, embzaced her, and entred into pꝛiuate and 
familier parle: inſomuch that choller paſt vppon both 
ſides, they began to treate ofthe marriage, which was 
concluded: when the King of Armenia returned cut of his 
Kingdome : wherupon without delay{ſoferuent was the 
loue of Aceſtes,) hee toke leane of Lidia and her Father, 
and going downe fo the Legar , rayſed the lege, tothe 
great admiration of all his Sonldiers, and from thence 
marched to the Campe where Sertorius lap: to whom 
Aceſtes reueled what had paſt, and craued that he would 
depart out of Lidia with ſufficient coyne anſwerable foz 
his coſts; Sertorius with a frowning loke folde him that 
in battaile he neuer plaid in ieſt, and what he had wonne 
with the blod of his Souldiers and danger of his owne 
perſon, he wonld not deliuer vp but by battaile: Aceſtes 
whoſe minde was to hanghty to intreat, ſaid nothing, buf 
ſeeretly ſtole from the Campe, and tranerſing th:ongh 
Lidia, got vp of Hoꝛſe and Fotemen; the number of fire 
and thirty thouſand, with whome truſting to his F03- 
tunes, hee marched cloſely and ſecretly tothe Campe, 
: of 
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of Sertorius, where he arriued about midnight, dling now 
pollicy, that befoze had conquered with pꝛoweſſe: ſo that 
killing the watch and Sentonell, hee paſt the Courte of 
garde, and ſet vpon the Douldiers, making a great laughs 
ter of ſuch men as were lleepie and amaz d: pet Sertorius 
eſcaped, but Aceſtes paſſed fo; ward and followed him in⸗ 
to Armenia, where his foztunes ſo ſerued him, that hee 
conquered Armenia, and bzought the King himſelſe cap- 
tine to Lidia: comming thus in tryumphto my Fathers 
court, ſeating him in greater pompe and poſſeſſions then 
euer he had, he began to vſe his late familiarity towards 
me, but J as a woman changed in calling and condition, 
ſhoke him off with moze diſdaine then befoze : hee chal- 
lenged my Fathers pꝛomiſe, whopzeſently commaunded 
he ſhould be appꝛehended and put in cloſe pꝛiſon: wee ha⸗ 
uing thus cauhgt the Lyon in » ſnare, my Father queſti- 
oned mes how J would haue him vſed, J would not re⸗ 
ſolue on any leſſe penaltie then death, my reaſon leaſt in 
letting him abꝛoad, he ſhould fal to his foztuncs : the ma- 
ner of his martirdome J deniſed to be famine, as hee ins 
tended fo vs by his leager: my Father peelding him ab- 
ſolutely into my hands: J pꝛoſecuted the matter, cauſing 
euerp day fo; his greater tozment,a courſe oz two of dain⸗ 
tie viands to be carried befoze the window that loked in- 
to his Chamber, and my ſelfe to agrauate his ſo:rowes, 
would paſſe often by his lodging in molt pleaſant humoz. 
Aceſtes (ging himſelfe thus ouertaken in his own follte, 
by fruſting too much the teares of a woman , would not 
erclaime againſt the (cre, but ſeeing no way but death, no 
kinde but famine, he reſolued to ſhew an honozable mind 
in great patience,4 (o remained there foure dapes, when, 
22 with extreame hunger almoſt cucn to death: as 
idia paſſed by, he fell into theſe paſſions, - 
MPeate, meate, oh foz want of-meate Jperriſh :' Ah * 
hunger, hunger, the extreameſt of all extremeties: were 


Aamongſt men, men would pittte me ; amongſt beaſtes. 
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beaſtes ſhould feede me oꝛ feede vpon me. Amidſt þ pikes 
would J venterouſly eſcape, oz valiantly perriſh : on the 
land, à could ſhift ; in the Sea, J could ſwimme: no place 
ſo barren,no people ſo barberons that woulde not releeue 
me 92 ſone ridde met: euerp where moze help, no where 


Ice hope, ah hunger, hunger, the ertreameſt of all extre- 


mities. Thꝛice cruell Lidia, no wozſe J will tearme the 
foꝛ that once 3 loued thee: not ſaffering mee to line, noz 
ſimply to dye: my headis giddy, mine eyes dazell, fallen 
are my checkes,and my tonge die my woꝛds, my ſinewes 
ſhꝛzinke, my blood conſumeth, all my limmes kainte, and 
my hett lailes me: euerp minute J die, and J wich J dyd 
but die: to long am J out of the way, to bee well ont of 
the way: Ah hunger, hunger, the extreameſt ol all extre⸗ 
mities. 5 

Ah Liuia, haue J deſerued thus to bee doone vnto, A 


gaue thee Crownes, and thou wilt not giue mee a crum: 


J beſtowed Kingdoms on thy Father, aud hee pꝛeſents 
me with famine : thus Loue wzought the traine, and foz⸗ 
tune , nay mine owne folly perfoꝛmed the treaſon: pet 
this hope J haue, that he that hath found me, is hee that 
bath faſhioned me, who though he ſcourge mee, will pet 
ſaue me, how be it my God J cannot but cry, ah hunger, 
hunger, the extreameſt of all extremeties. 

Mhat is it J would not rather be, then thus bee: then 
thus, ah then thus in pined walles to attende ſo bitter a 
death? J faint, alas J faint, my harts anguiſh commaun⸗ 
deth my tongues ſilence: then Aceſtes ſilently be patient, 
patiently be penitent, penitently perriſh, and that laſt 
martirdome will be thy leaſt miſerie, becauſe longer thou 


extremeties. 

This complaint highly contented Lidia, ſo that ſhee 
departed and tolte it to her Father, reiopcing that her 
deuiſed fourme of death ſozted to ſo bitter euents: well 
another day paſt, ſo hungry grew Aceſtes, that he greede- 


ly fed. 
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ſhalt not cry: ah hunger, hunger, the extreameſt of all 
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lyfedon the fleſh on his armes, ſpilling that bloode with 
his own teeth, which befo2e he had ſo pꝛiſde in many bat⸗ 
tailes: which when hee had done, readie to give vp the 
gholt, ſeeing the bare bones of his armes, he fell into this 
laſt complaint: Miſerable w2ctch euen in the higheſt de⸗ 
ar&,miſerably with my teeth haue J tyꝛed on mine own 
fleſh, till now bloodffge and famiſhed , my lateſt gaſpe 
hardly giues paſſage to a few, and my farewell wozdes, 
Lidia, ah Lidia, wherof is thy hard hart fozmed ? that the 
ſting of ſach direſſe cannot peirce it, haſt thou the cares of 
a woman to heare my cries, and not the hart ofa woman 
to pitty my caſe 2 Ah Lidia, he that loued thee,foz that hee 
loued thee muſt die: he that founded thy pꝛaiſes in ſundzy 
Pꝛouinces, him haſt thou pinned and pined vp, till thoſe 
armes are bare from fleſh, that in many battailcs bzuted 
thy fame: 3 will not curſe; thou art Lidia, noz exclaime 
at my laſt date thou wert iny lone : noz pꝛap fo reuenge, 
fith at my death my patience ſhall gine my ſoule the bet- 
ter paſſage, But fondly, how ſho2t a time haue J fo ſpeak 
and pet how foliſhly J ſpeake, to name my earthly God- 
deſſe when J ſhoulde pꝛay to my hcauenly God: the one 
bath conſumed me, the other muft ſaue mer: now comes 
the touch, my hart peeldes to him that framed it, now the 
laſt bitter ſweete pang of death endes what the malice ol 
man hath inflicted, and ſo falling downe, he died. 

As ſone as J perceiued hee was dead, not pet content 
with reuenge, I cauſed his body to be hang d in chapnes, 
that the woꝛld might ſee the tropher of my crueltie: The 
manner of his death beeing knowne, the Nobles and ſpe⸗ 
cially the Commans began to murmure that ſo bzaue a 
warriour who had made foure Kingdoms tributoꝛies to 
Lidia, ſhoulde ſo ingratefully perriſh thzough p malicious 
diſdaine of a woman, pea, ſo farre it piercedinto the hart 
of Sehdon great Duke of our realme, that ſuddainly cau- 
fing a mutiny, he ſummond molt of the Nobles, ⁊ told the 
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the Nobles agreed, the Commons of their free will came 
in flocks to reuenge, ſo that he had quickly leanied an Ar- 
mie of an hundꝛed thouſand men, and entred into the Cas 
ftle,tooke mie and my Father pꝛiſoners, whom hee com- 
maunded fo be familhed in the ſame place where Aceſtes 
ended his lifc,there without remo2ſe we dped, they tooke 
downe the body of Aceſtes, and buried him with paincelie 
funerals, and ouer his tomb, foꝛ that he attempted the re- 
uenge : they crowned SolydorKing of Lidia. T7 0 


A S ſone as ſhe had ended her tale, ſhe fell to her won⸗ 

tedcryes and ſhꝛikes, not anſwering to anyqueſtton, [| 
fo that J left the place and returnd backe with my Harp: 
Orpheus haning thus diſcourſed, Jupiter aſked Venus 
how the liked of the tale: marry quoth ſher, as of one that 
Orpheus tells,comming out of Bell: nothing pꝛeiudicial 
to my Dietie, ſith ſhee was enemy to loue, andof ſo au⸗ 
ſtere chaſtitie : it rather toucheth Juno oz Diana, the ene 
ffafely in her lookes, the other too chary in her thoughts: 
foz my part ſo J diſlike o her diſdainfull crueltie, as if J 
might haue cenſured, if poſſible it might haue bene, ſhee 
ſhoulde haue had a moze bitter death vppon earth, and a 
moze pinching paine in hell: Truth queth Mercune, foz 
perhaps the paine is not ſo great to remaine in the fogge, 
as the remembzance how faire once ſhee was, and nowe 
to haue all ſmeared with the ſmoake: J think when Ve- 
nus was a maid, the was moze charie of her face then her 
maidenhead ; and moze warie of her beauty then her ho⸗ 
neſtie. Theſe quippes quoth Mars are but 
leaue Venus and talke of Lidia, mhoſe life was ſo ſtrickt, 
whoſe hart ſo oppoſde to loue, whoſe thoughtes ſo full of 
pꝛide and diſdaine, as her inſtance ſerueth rather to be 
p20duced fe2 a wonder, then foz example to condemne 
women, ſith the wozld J thinke containes not one ſo bad: 
Apollo ſmiling ſaid, Mell taken Mars foz you owne. ad- 
nantage, women muſt be pleaſde,and Venus will _— 
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il che be not flattered ; Vulcan ſits faſf a flepe, oꝛ elſe J 
would not haue ſo bzoad befoze, but to dzink down 
all the frumps, Ganimede (quoth he) fill in Nectar, ſo the 
Gods from diſputing fel to carowſing, and then Arion tu⸗ 
ning his inſtrument, began to warble ont this Ditty, 


The Song of Arion. 
OS vpon the crooked Dolphins back, 


Scudding amidſt the purple coloured wanes : 
Gazing aloofe for Land, Neptune in black, 
attended with the Tritons as his ſlaues. 
| Threw forth ſuch ſtormes as made the ayre thick: 
For greefe his Lady Thetis was fo ſick, 


Such plaints he throbd as made the Dolphin ſtay, 
women (quoth he) are harbours of mans health: 

Pleaſures for night, and comforts for the day, 
What are faire women but rich natures wealth. 

Thetis is ſuch, and more if more may be: 

Theis is ſick, then what may comfort me. 


Women are ſweets that ſalue mens ſowreſt ills; 
women are Saints, their vertues are ſo rare: 
Obedient ſoules that ſeeke to pleaſe mens wills, 
- ſuch loue with faith, ſuch Iewels women are. 

Thetis is ſuch, and more if more may be: 
Thetis is ſick, then what may comfort me. 


With that he diu d into the Corall waues, 

To ſee his loue, with all his watry ſlaues. 
The Dolphin ſwam, yet this I learned then: 
Faire women are rich Iewells vnto men. 


ARon hauing ended his Ditty, Apollo ſapde, this 
falls out fitte , foz Orpheus hauing made the diuiſion 
e aaa AT YR ner: © 4 
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Arion ſtandeth in his ſong as well to defend, as he to op⸗ | 
poſe : accounting women the wealth of nature, and farre | 
moꝛe pꝛolitable then Orpheus (ates they are pꝛeiudiciall, 
therfoze if it pleaſe the reſt of the Gods, we le heare what 
Arion cenſures of that (exe,they gladly agreꝛd, and pol- 
lo commaunded him to ſhewe his opinion, where-vpon 
Arion began thus. 

No ſoner right mighty Gods, had nature in her curi⸗ 
ous moulde fe2med the counterfeite of Beautp, but lo- 
king vpon her wozkmanſhip, thce'fell in loue with that 
metaphyſicall excellency, as Pigmahon did with the per⸗ 
fection of his owne Art: which may aſſure vs, that it is 
molt exquiſite, wherein curious nature taketh ſuch ex⸗ 
treame delight: this glozious Idea d2awne out from the 
ſecret temper ofthe graces nature, beſtowed moze pꝛodi⸗ 
cally vpon women then men, as creatures moꝛe wozthy | 
and excellent: the richeſt gold hath the rareſt colour, the 
pureſt ſtones are moſt cleare, the ſwerteſt Flowers moſt 
pleaſing to the eye: and women as the pureſt quintiſſence 
circolated from all other liuing things, are therefazc the 
moſt beautifull and faire: yea in their own ſer, beautp is 
the touchſtone of vertuc,andy fairer a woman is, the ful- 
ler of god conditions: foz ſuch as nature hath either ſlipt 
ouer with negligence, oꝛ made in her melancholy, ſo that 
they are ill fauoured and defo2zmed epther in face 02 bodp: 
ſuch J holde as a pꝛinciple to be counted ſtigmaticall, as 
noted by nature to be of a bad conſtitution: then muſt we 
confeſſe that beauty is excellent, as the pꝛide of nature: 
deuine, as fetcht from the Gods: glozious, as the delight 
ok the eye: pleaſing, as the content of the hart: and to be 
eſtæmed aboue all things, as the very couer and ſuperfl⸗ 
cies vnder which vertue lyes hid: ik then men ſeeing ſuch 
heaucnly obieas, ſuch ſweet Saints, haue their epes fired, 
their minds fettered, their thoughts inchanted with their 
loues, are they to be blamed 02 not: rather to be thoug 
of Heroicall conceite : that place their lining on the ſoun⸗ 

dation 
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dation of beauty, and tobe counted men of great iudge⸗ 
ment, that in their defires ſ&ke to cobnite themſelues to 


ſuch an excellency:foz may not he which eniopeth a beats 
fifall Lavy, boaſt that he poſſeſſeth at command ? by ſpen- 
ding a few ye&res in woing,ſome part of dis liuing in ex⸗ 
pences, his dayes quiet in ſighs, his nights l&pin teares, 
by theſe toyes and a few other paſſions, he poſleſſeth him ; 
ſelfe of that creature which the graces and nature had 
ſtudied many ages to make excellent: yet there be ſome 
ſuch ſatiricall copes-mates;that ſpare not to raile againſt 
them, calling them the imperfection of nature, ſaping 
beauty is vanity, and the ſigne of little honeſty, noting 
women as waſpiſh,froward,deceitful,topiſh,light,ſallen, 
pꝛoud, inconſtant, diſcurteous, cruell, and what not: ſuch 
as can affoꝛd them no better ſpeches,J would haue either 
made Cuenuches 02 Eſſeni oz plaine Aſes , neuer to be 
fauoured of women, but to be accounted as ſtoicall com⸗ 
panions, vnfit to attend on ſuch beautifull and vertuous 
creatures : foz in my opinion ſ werte and ſimple ſoules: 
they be pleaſant, open harted, far from deceit God wote, 
as bearing all their owne ſecrets both graue, and yet ha- 
ting many mad and merry tricks to pleaſure men, hum⸗ 
ble Elowly, ſubmitting themſelues to what their friends 
will lay vpotr them: conſtant, as neuer to be turnd from 
their opinions: kind enough, and to be thozt,as full ot ex- 
cellent qualities, as the pzecious ſfone Silex is full of ſe- 
tret vertue, and this right mighty Gods is my opinion of 
women: The Gods ſmiled at this cenſure of Arion, and 
wiched him it he could to pꝛoue it with an inſtance as Or- 
pheus did the tontrary: Arion laying by his inſtrument, 
and the Gods being ſilent, he told his tale to this eted. 


- Arions Tale. 
A Fter that Right mighty Gods, the Pirats had hea⸗ 
ned me oner boꝛd, « that being receiued vpon a Dol⸗ 
phins back, 4 was ſafely tranſpoꝛted to Loyath, 3 
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gave wen ig honing mer that tous cor 
ted the moſt perfect muſition hece, and muſing at 

the ſtrangenes of my foztunes: to make his peres and 
pꝛinces of his land, partakers not only of my melody, but 
of the wonder: de pzoclaimed a generall feaſt, not of vo- 
lentary but vpon commaund, that all Dukes, Carles, 
Barrons, Knights , and other Gentlemen, ſhould with 
their wines and childzen, foz the moze magnificence be 
pzeſent : which ſtrickt Cdia, was ſo ftraightly obeyed of 
all, that at the day appoynted, none failed to be pꝛeſent: 
there appearbintheKings Pallace ſuch troups of Lozds 
ond Ladies, as might with their glozious bzauery oners 
charge the eye with pleaſure, To theſe the King pꝛeſen⸗ 
ted me clad in my rich robe, with mine inſtrument euen 
as A ſate on the Dolphins back, with the whole diſcourſe 
of my foztunes: wherat they were all dziuen into a wan⸗ 
d2ing admiration, after long gazing on me, as at a man 
reſerued to ſome higher 02 moze hatefull detiny, they 
ſate downe in the great Pall to dinner: beeing placed by 
the King him ſelte and his Sonne, who then playde the 
arſhall ofthe Yall: the yong Pzince, whoſe name was 
?hilomenes, giuing greateſt attendance where hee ſawe R 
the faireſt Ladies: as having his eye dzawn rather with 
beauty then chiualrp, at laſt he eſpied a lampe that light- 
ned all the reſt, oꝛ rather diſgraced them: as Phebe doth 
the little fixed Starres: fo2 ſo farre ſhe ſurpaſt the other 
Ladies in ercellency, as the did in dignity : and by birth 
ſhe was daughter to Pclopidas the Duke, and great com- 
maunder in Corinth, this Lady whoſe name was Argen- 
tina was ſo faire: as touching the — ixtureof hers 
million flouriſht vpon Juozy,t ſo full of fauoz fo2 the per- 
fect p2opoztion of the linaments, whereupon this natiue 
colour was ouer⸗daſht, that nature had made beauty ab⸗ 
colute, and beauty; made Argentina the molſhercellent : 
Philomenes ſœing ſo hcauenlya Nimph, fl ring on 
per face, as at a wonder, gazing lo long, that Venus ſ@ing 
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Ceres and Bacchus honozed all the reſt, thought to arreſt 
the foz her attendant, (that leuelling Cu- 
pids arrowaright,and wiſhing the boy to dꝛaw home, ſhe 
pierſt Philomenes ſo deepe,that hee ſhzunk 4 ſtart at the 
ſuddaine pꝛick which this innenomed arrow had tainted 
him with: feeding thus his eye, his fancy e his thoughtcs 
with contemplation, hee loſt his ſtomacke to gazge with 
the Camelion on the apze: ſure was that mefſe where 
Argentina ſat, to haue what attendance the Pzince could 
grace them with ; but their ſeruice was ſo bzoken and ſo 
ill ſewed, that either they mult coniecture the Pꝛinte to 
bee no cunning ſeraitoz , —ͤ—Ü—n— — his 
halle · penny: well, dinner beeing done and the tables ta- 
— fell to his muſick, and the chefe Ladies to 
the meaſures, Philomenes ringleader of the rout, ſingles 
oat the Lady Argentina, who bluſhing to ſ& the young 
P2ince make choiſe of her abone the reſt, gaue ſuch a glo⸗ 
rie to yer fate, that Philomencs all on fire at the ſight, had 
almoſt fo2gotte the time ofthe meaſure ; but calling his 
wits together, he led fozmolt till the muſick ceaſt, q; then 
w2inging her by the hand, he whiſperd to her thus. J ſee 
Madam that all theſe Lozvs and Ladies pzcſent, frolicke 
themſelues as fitting the time, and feeding my Fathers 
delightful humoz : my ſilly ſelfe onely excepted, who thys 
day giuing mine eyes leaue to banquet on pour beautie, 
commanded my ſtomacke to faſt and pzay,that my heart 
which had ſarfetted on the ercellencie of lone, might finde 
a curteous Phiſition : now ſwerte ſaint it reſteth in your 
fauour, whether I ſhall triumph as the moſt happieſt, o2 
ſozrow as the moſt miſerable. The muſick called on fo an 
other meaſure, ſo that Philomenes was interrupted, foʒ⸗ 
ted to tread his taſ ke, but as ſoone as the muſicke gaue 
| time, Argentina beginning her exozdium with 
a bluſh, made Philomenes this aunſwer, 
At ſemeth ſir, that tis a mery time, pour henoz is ſo well 
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the ſimpleſt plaine ſong, that your deſcant might ſ@me the 
moze refind.Jt behoueth ſuch as my ſell to bzok h frumps f 
of a Pzince,x to fake them foz fauours, fo Kings wozdes 1 
map not offend, if in wꝛath, much leſſe in ieſi: might pour 1 
vandmaide dare to reply, in my opinion howſoeuer pour 
epes haue banquetted, pour ſight is neuer the wozſe  no3 
they the moze ſatiſfied : foz your harts ſurſtite J will bee 
beadwoman, with pour ſtomack not in faſting, but pzay 
that your Phiſition may pzoue ſuch as would ſit your de- 
fires: but mpLo2de to pour laſt clauſe, it is vnlikely your 
mirth dependeth of my faudur, whoſe fanour cannot pzofit 
no2 diſfauour pꝛeiudite, but taking it in ieſt as your honoꝛ 
pꝛofferd it, J pzay youfo2 i part my Lozd fo be as mer⸗ 
ry as vou pleaſe, The inſtruments ſounded, and fozward 
mult Philomenes, who wiſht Arions ſtrings might crack, 
that his melody ended, he might pzoceed in his pꝛattle. as 
ſone as the muſick ſtopt againe,the P2zince began thus. 
Belteue me Lady, if vou take my talk ſoʒ a ieſt, you haut 
a deeper inſight in my thoughts then my ſelf: fog by your 
diuine beauty,(the oath that foz the whole wozld J would 

not infringe) ſo deeply in carneft did J bzeak into my ſirſt 

paſſion, that my hart feele th far moze then my tongue vt- 

tered,ſo ſtrongly and ſtrangly hath laue on a ſuddain vi et 

ar mis as they ſay made entrance, there where fancie be- | 

fo2e could haue no paſſage,ſo that rightly haſt thou ſayde Ms 
Argentina that though mine eyes t hart ſurfeited, yet they ' 

are not ſatiſfied ; as vowing themſelues ever devoted to ſo | 

excellent a chopſe: which if they may poſſefſe as it lyes in 

pour power, nature by no meanes may miniſter the grea⸗ 

ter content: As Philomenes was ready to wade further in - 

his diſcourſe, the daunce,J know not vpon what occaſion, 

bꝛake ol, and the old man calling his ſonne, tolde the noble 

men they ſhould heare one of Arions ſt hollers, whervpon 
pe commaunded his ſonne to take the inffrument in hys 

hand, who very nie as ſkilfull as his Maiſter, obeyed his 
Fathers charge, and glad that time had giuen him ant 
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. while all the other walked abzoad, her fained herſelfe not 


meditating thus: ſhee ſo OY the potions p Ve- 
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tunitit to ew his canning befoze this Goddelle, hee be- 
gan to play, andſung a ſonnet to this effec, 

C * abroade was lated in tho night, 
| his winges were wet with ranging in the raine, 
Harbour he ſought, to mee hee tooke bs flighe, 
to dry his plumes I heard the boy complaine. 
I opte the doore,and graunted his — 
I coſe my ſelfe and made the wagge a fire. 


11 more narrow by the fiers flame, 
I ſpied his quiuer hanging by his backe: 
N the boy might my misfortune frame, 
I would haue gone for feare of further wrack. 
But what I drad, did me poore wretch betide: 


For forth he drew an arrow from his ſide. 


He pierſt the quick, and I began to ſtarr, 
a eaſing 3 but — hie, 
His ſhaft procurde a ſharpe, yet ſugred ſmart, 
away he fle we, for why his winges were dry. 
But left the arrow ſticking in my breſt: 
That ſore I greeude I welcomd ſuch a gueſt. 


Hilomenes hauing ended his ſong, they all generallie 
** commended the ſkil of the yong Pzince, but eſpecially 
Argentina, who hearing him ſing both ſwetly and paſſio- 
natelp, was charmed as it ſhe had heard the Sirens, that 


well, and withdzew ſolitary into her Chamber, where a⸗ 
lone, ſhe began to ruminate in her memozy all the perfec- 
tions of Philomenes,as well the ſwernes of his face, p pꝛo⸗ 


poꝛtion of his body, as the vertues ⁊᷑ qualities of the mind: 
His courage, his comlines, his dignities, but there the ſtopt 


t gaue a ſigh, as being a pꝛince to high foz her to gaze at, 
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nus had tempꝛed with her ſozcery, as dzunk with his beu⸗ 
tie, the began to fall with herſelfe into this parle. 
Unhappy Argentina, whoſe youth vertue hath bꝛideled 
with chaſt thoughtes, Whoſe yeres beauty inchaunteth 
with fond lokes, reſembling the nettle, which map bee 
handled in the bud, but ſtingeth in the flower: do thy ver⸗ 
tues increaſe like the pace of a Crab, back warde? Paſk 
thou in thy cradle been continent, and wilt theu in thy ſa⸗ 
dle be impudent? art thou come to this feaſt to buy follie: 
knowſt thou not that Venus ſtands by the wine pꝛeſſe of 
Bacchus, and bzeathes her venom vppon his {iquoz :? ſatſt 
thou downe pleaſant 4 muſt thou riſe paſſionate 2 J and 
in lone Argentina? and why not in loue? was J not fra⸗ 
med foꝛ lone 2 are not Womens harts the Erchequour 
where fancie yeetvs vp his accounts: yes Argentina, and 


nothing come foz marriage but honour ; but with whom 
art thou in loue ? with Philomenes the Kings Sonne and 
heire apparent to the Diadem of Corinth, a ſteppe higher 
Argentina then it becommeth thee to treada degre farre 
aboue thy fotunes,a ſtar to high fo2 thee to gaze at. Kings 
as they are men befoze the „ ſo are they gods befoze 
men: ſuch high perſonages as wee muſt honoz with our 
lookes, not attempt with our loues : Why but Argentina 
he loues thee, he is inamozed of thy beauty, hee ſues with 
wo2des, and zntreates with his eres: What then: cans 
not ſuch great Pzinces be ſooner penſick then paſſionate; 
weare fauoar in their mouthes, when they haue flafteris 
in theyz harts ; Doth not lone hang in their ey--lyddes, 
which as it is taken in with cuery locke, ſo tis th en off 
with euery winke: is not their fancies like the Somers 
dew, which ſcarce wetteth the grafſe befoze it bee deres 
vp with the Sunne : take heed Aagenana, Painces haue 
liberties and pziniledges , they can laugh « tes, 
which wee mult pay with pennalties : Wee hold Venus 
fo; a Coddedle, they neuer offer her incenſe no; ſacrifice ; 

any 
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feare not to loue, ſoʒ ifthy chayte be right made, there tan 
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and yet they no ſoner crane , but the is ready to graunt: 
pea but hath ſwozne ah fondfole, Periuria rdet Amantum 
Jupiter : Louers oaths are like fettcrs made of glaſſe that 
gliſter faire, but couple in reſtraint:it (wearing had made 
lone perfect, Carthage had poſſeſt Encas foz their King : 
Phillis had not hangd her ſelfe, noꝛ Medea ſaid Deteriora 
ſequor, yet men mutt be credited, cls ſhall love be a ſha- 
dow: talkt of, but not put in execution: all are not Hons 
to Anchifis,noz bzothers to laſon,noz traitozs like Demo- 
phon: Philomenes face bew2aies his faith, 4 me thinkcg 
his loks containe loyalty : Thus pwze wench do J per⸗ 
ſwade my ſelfe to the beſt , whereas perhaps he meancs 
but to ſpozt with me to make triall of my wit, well if it be 
ſo, I wil endeae} to loue him leſſe the J do, but if he mean 
truth, J will labour to laue him moze then A haue done: 
and with this ſhe reſted content, went abzoad to ſind out 
the reſt of the Ladies, Argentina had not ſerued her ſelfe 
thus in ſecret,but Philomenes was as ſolitary:fo2 getting 
himſelfe vp into his Study, then ſetting down his head cn. 
his hand, ę his elbow on his bok,he began thus to debate 
with himſelfe, Philomenes thou hat read much t reapt 
litle,that at one lok haſt learnd moze,the in ſeauen yeres 
ſtudy thou coul dſt diſcouer : Hermes told the that beauty 
was a ſtar, whoſe influence had ſund2y effects, this was 
Allegozical, t thou didſt only paſſe it over fo a pzinciple, 
Auvicen ſaid that loue was a fury, how didſt thou eſtæme 
of this but as an axiome : Epictetus called Venus the reſt 
lefſe planet, thou tokeſt this fo2 a dart:  Amphibological 
Aphozilme comments thou hadſt none, and concelue thou 
coul dſt not: but now if Hermes, Auicen, q Epictetus want 
interp2eiers, let amozous ®chollers be auditours tomy 
| 8: fo baue found beauty a ſtar, and haue gazd 8-- 
gainſt if : Lone is a fury foz it is full of paſſions, Venus 
a reſtleſſe ſtarre, foz ſince the Goddeſſe diſtilled into my 
thoughts her pzecious Balms, the opperation hath ben ſo 
mighty,. as my greateſt reft 938 reſtleſle 1 3 
, bbs | 
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what ned theſe ambigues, this ſcholle riſme, this folery, | 
thou art in lone with Argentina the comanders daughter 
,- ef Corinth,a Duke, but thy Subtec : why then doſt thou 
4 vſe pzeambles x pꝛoteſtations: canſt thou not ſay flatly x 
am in loue, Venus Cofers when they haue the greateſt 
found,are alwaies moſt empty: t louers when they pꝛat⸗ 
tle molt, are thought either great talkers, oz deepe flatte- 
rers: then Philomenes diſcouer thy mind, Argentina is a 
woman, t therfoze to be woed,x ſoto be won: Kings may 
command, where po2e men cannot intreat: tis better to 
name a crowne then to wzite a Letter: an ounce of giue 
me, is wozth a pound ot heare me:the name of Queen is a 
great argument, x therfoze feare not:thou haſt as much to 
be liked, as ſhe to be loued. Thus far wel Philomenes, but 
| ſuppoſe ſhe hath already ſetled her affection, 4 hath made 
| choiſe of ſome other: ſeeke not to diuert her,fo2 ſhe that is 
| faithles to one, will be conſtant to none, if thou lone her, 
'S wiſh her not to be difloyall,but rather paune thy life, then 
diſparage her honoz, & wzaſtle with Lone, whom if thou 
ſubdue:thou exteemſt a glozious conqueſt, In this reſoluti⸗ 
on he flung out of his chamber, and paſſing into the p2iny 
Garden there he found all the Ladies ſparfeled abꝛoad in "0 
ſundꝛy boꝛders, ſom gathering flowers, others in diſcour⸗ 
ſes of the excellency of the place, ſome in pꝛattle with the 
birds, all buſie, none idle:taking thus a ſuperficial vie w of 
them all, as hauing his eye wandzing foz a fairer obied: 
he paſſed foꝛ ward to finde out if it might be the Lody Ar- 
gentina, whom he ſpied with her mother in a ſhady walke 
ofthe Garden:ſeeing non but the two, thither went Philo⸗ 
menes t ſaluted them in this maner:Yonozable Dutches, 
well accompanied with your faire daughter, the Bother 
happy fo2 bearing ſo ſwerte a creature, Argentina foztu- 
nate in coming from ſuch a parent : your walking in this 
thady Arbour reſembles Latona, tripping with her train, 
Diana in the Lamns, where having her ſclf tried the foz- 
wardnes of Eſculapius her huſband:che (choldher daugh⸗ 
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ter, ſo that Diana vowed perpetual chaſtity: J hope Lady 
that Duke Pclopidus,bzoks not company with Eſcula- 
us 2e vou neede not nuſle vp pour daughter in ſuch 
hereſie: The Dutches hear ing the pong P2ince ſo pleſant 
being her ſelfe a Lady of merry diſpoſition, made him this 
anſwer, Lozd Pilomenes, were J Latona inded # as wal⸗ 
piſh in minde,as ready as the to reuenge: J would cauſe 
Phebus to chaſtice your frumps as he did the ſons of Vo- 
bæ, in loding my back with ſuch reuerence a my daughter 
with ſuch beauty, to pour ſtrange ſuppoſition, as far as 
Pelopides differs from Eſculapius : ſo far was mine from 
Latonas perſwaſion, ſo bel&ne me fir, if Roſes be not ga⸗ 
thered in the bud, they either wither o2 pzoue windfalls : 
Paids mult be married, leaſt they be marred: if they be 
copeſweare chaſtity, they oft wiſh and wil with ſecrecp, 
youth is the ſubiect of loue,x Siens that are grafted pong, 
haue the ſarettopnts,therefoze ſo far am I from that aus 
ſtere peruerſnes of (ome mothers,that as yang as Argen- 
tine is, if there were a man whom ſhe could loue # we like 
of, they ſhould neuer bꝛeak off ſoꝛ yeercs. Philomencs heas 
ring how the Dutches deſembled not, began thus tore- 
ply: 4 what manner of man ſhould he be that might both 
content pou + pleaſe your daughter: the one meaſuring by 
age, the other be youth: J would haue him,quoth the Dut- 
ches, to be of age anſwerable tomy daughters yercs,and 
his parftage pꝛopoꝛtioned fo his parentage, leaſt inequa- 
lity of time oꝛ birth might bꝛeed miſcherfe, his perſonage 
ſuch as might feed her epe, his vertues ſuch as might pleſe 
vs both, his liuing anſwearable to all theſe, 4 him would 
A count a fit huſband foz Argentina . A right concluſion 
quoth Philomenes,foz there is no match vᷣ is right made if 
peife conclude not the pꝛemiſes: if he had p age of Adon, 
the honozs of Hercules, þ pꝛopoꝛztið ot Theſeus, the vertues 
of p bop, pet {i nil attuleris ibis Homere foras, if he haue not 
liaing;al his lone is laid in þ duſt:but what ſay ou Arge- 


tina, in faith let me as your goſtlꝑ father, haue you 7 —— 
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befoze your mother, tel me were vou neuer in loue: Ar- 
gentma bluſht x was ſilent , as one that dur not be bold 
4 befoze her mother: wherenpan Philomenes ſaid, ſex Pa- 
| dam, tis pour pꝛeſence makes your daughter ſo ſquemiſh, 
| I p2ay pou pꝛatle with ſome other of the Ladies. giue vs 
[cane a litle to be ſecret here in this walk, perhaps J wil 
| be a ſuter to your daughter, what ſay you Madam, ſhal 3 
haue your god wil?J,+ my god wozd my Lo2d quoth ſhe, 
l if pou meant earneſtly : # with that ſmiling ſhe went her 
way x left them to theſelues ; Philomenes ſ@ing himſelfe 
thus alone with his Goddeſſe, thought to take hold of her 
mothers laſt woꝛds x frõ the to dztue his infinuation thus, 
Von heare ſweet Saint how fausurably your other 


ſpeakes, now Madam what cenſuce ſhall J haue at peur 
hands: cãnot paint oat many paſſions,noz tcl tales with 
ſuch large periods as many vſe fo do, but J wil court thee 
and wo thee in one word, e that is Argentina J loue thee, 
mo2e I cannot pꝛsmiſe, and ſo much J will perfozme by 
| the faith of a Pzince : Argentina ſcing Philomenes ſpeak 
ſo plainlp, æ therfoze as ſhe thought ſo faithfully made this 
anſwer:my Lo2d,yon take the antecedent of my mothers 
anſwer foz a fouoz,but you leaue out the conſequent: and 
that is if you meane in earneſt, foz J cannot thinke poue 
grace would lok ſo low as bpd Argentina, but rather gaze 
at ſome gloꝛious pzincefſe, whoſe Paicſty might match 
Iuno, whoſe woꝛthines Pallas, whoſe beauty venus, g with 
theſe might bꝛing foꝛ her dow2y a Diadem: but? & with 
that Argentina ftaid t᷑ blulht : which Philomenes eſpied, 
r therfoze wꝛinging her by the hand ſaid: but, what Ma⸗ 
dam, nay fozward with the reſt 02 you pꝛoffer me great 
w2ong : why then my Lo2d,quoth ſhe,and with that ſhee 
gald him with a glance: but if your honoz would veuch- 
ſafe to fauoꝛ ſuch a ſimple maid,as from a meane Lad to 
make her a Nueene:; fo2 other the mariage J dare ſweare 
your Toꝛdſhip doth not intend: your Father gracing our 
loues with his Bingly conſent , though J could not with 
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lone ſuſficient requeſt loue: as in perſon + parcntage vn⸗ 
fit foz your highnes, pet would J with obedience and hu⸗- 
mility make ſupply of theſe defects which otherwiſe were 
wanting. This anſwer of Argentina ſo contented Philo- 
menes, as that hee ſtode as a man in a trance, at laſt hee 
foke her hand in his, and woꝛe, that befoze the feaſt were 
ended he wold make her pꝛinceſſe of Corinth, let this ſuf- 
fiſe Argentina, qd, he, & with that he fealed vp the bargain 
with a kiſſe, and walked towardes her other, to whom 
he delivered Argentina thus: Madam here J deliuer your 
daughter as ſafe as A receined in ontwarde appearance, 
but how J haue ſchold her, time will make trial, perhaps 
we haue ſtroke the match, and therfoze let the Lo2de Pe- 
lopidus pꝛouide a god dowꝛie, and with that he went his 
way : when the matter comes to that effect my Lozd, yeu 
ſhall haue a dukedome with her: at that the P2zince turnd 
back and ſaid, thats mine already, and her Father is like 
to bee my ſubicc, and ſo to holde his liuing in cheefe: the 
Dutcheſſe ſmilde, t thus thy parted, But leaning Philo- 
menes to the Ring his Father, who hauing noted as nar⸗ 
rowly as his ſonne, the beauty of Argentina, had great ly- 
king of the Lady, ſo that he made inquir ie of thoſe which 
were Pelopidus neereſt neighbours, what diſpoſition the 
virgin was of, they all affirmed to the King that ſhee was 
fovertuous,humble,curfcous, and adoꝛned with ſuch ex⸗ 
cellent qualities, as the fourme of her life was a methode 
wherby other Gentle women did direc their actions. The 
King hearing this,reſolued in his minde there crulde not 
be a fitter match foz his Sonne, whervpon determining to 
bꝛeak with the yong Pꝛince, as he was in this humoz, he 
met Philomenes whom he toke aſide, and began to queſti⸗ 
on him as concerning Argentma, whether her could fancy 
the Lady oz no. Philomenes afraide the King had eſpyed 
their loues, made anſwer,that he neuer toke ſuch narrew 
view or her that he could yeeld his iudgement with affec- 
tion: then do qd, the Ring, and giue me within two dates 


an anſwer, and ſo he n TE 48 topfull cf this, 
| . no {@- 


72 

no foner met Argentina, but he fold what motion his Fa⸗ 
ther had made, but to make a ſmal harueſt of a little crop: 
Philomenes at the two dates end ſo anſwered his Father, 
that the Ring bꝛeaking withthe Duke, it was concluded 
that the end of the feat ould be the beginning of y mar⸗ 
riage, which was ſuch a toy to the nobles to ſee their pong 
Pꝛince allied in his owne Land, that they dewiſed newe 
Jultes and paſtimes, continuing the feaſt many dayes to 
their great top, and the Louers molt happy content : The 
zariaze and the feaſt thus finiſhed, the Nobles departed, 
Pclopidus leauing his daughter thus honozably cſpouſed, 
tok his leaue, the maried couple ſaying fill with the old 
King in his Court, who being of great age, liued not long 
after, but paide his debt vnto nature, ſo that Philomenes 
was crowned King of Corinth: Liuing thus happily with 
his wife Argentina, thinking his degree to high foz Foz⸗ 
tune to pzcintice,it ſo fell out, that Marcion the Ring of 
Sycilia,hcaring that his ancient enemy Philomenes father 
was dead, thought to try what mettall was in the ſonne, 
to pꝛoue it he were as valiant and foztunate as his father, 
therfoze he leauied a great Army s pꝛouided a great flæte 
to ſaile to Corinth, which was noſoner rigged but he im⸗ 
barqued his men, and as ſone as wind 4 weather woul de 
permit, ſailed towards Corinth, where arriuing in a De⸗ 
fert plate, as politic to land without any great reſiftace 1 
he vnlhipt his men, and all his furniture foʒ war: and lets 
ting his Namie ride in the road, hee marched foꝛ ward into 
the maine land. vſing as ont ÿ intended a conqueſt, fire £ 
ſwozd, Philomenes hearing by Poſtes how Marcion was 
landed with a mighty Hoaſt, and had ſpoiled many of his 
pꝛouinces, ſfarted vp, t ſummoning his Loꝛds about him, 
raiſed a mighty hoaſt,ſuch as neuer Bing of Corinth dyd 
befoze him, and with the marched to meet with Marcion, 
whom he incountred by the Riuer Þrunneth by the great 
plaines called the Corinth yownes ; then pitching his pa⸗ 
uilion, he intrenched his Army, and ſo had Marcion fozti- 
fied his: lying thus a while, at laſt by Yeraltsthey reſol⸗ 
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ned vpon a day of battaile, which once come z both the Ar⸗ 
mies ranad : they ioynd battaile ſo furioufly,the one to cõ⸗ 
quer, the other to defend: Philomenes hart made one with 
equitie, the other with diſpaire, that a long while p fight 
was doubtfull, till at laſt foztune allotted the beſt to Mar- 
cion, in ſach ſoꝛt that the fielde was his, the Corinthians 
molt laine,ſome fledde,the King valiantly fighting,taken 
p2iſoner:; Marcion triumphing in the vicozy,marched foj- 
wardes to the Citty leading Philomenes as his Captive : 
comming to the gates, p Cittizens yeelded vp the keyes, x 
he as a valiant conqueroar entred, 4 paſſing into the pal- 
late, found there the Queue all blubbzed with teares, as 
a woman almoſt ſenceleſſe, whom he tomſoꝛted and com⸗ 
mitted to p cuſtodie of one of his Duke: ſeated thus vic⸗ 
tozioufly in Corinth, he not onely diſgraded the King from 
all dignitie, but diſrobing him,commanded that he ſhould 
be turnd out of the pallace, and that he ſhculd not be relee- 
ued vpon paine of death, but if he would haue any thing to 
ſatiſ-fic his thirſt, he ſhould gette it with his handythift : 
Philomenes not abaſhed at this dome, intreated the King 
fo be good to his wife, and ſo went and became a labourer 


foz day wages, contented with this foztunc ; Marcion the 


next day ſent fo2 the Queene, who although fozlozne with 
teares, pet noting her narrowly, hee found her the fay2eft 
creature that euer pet in his life he had viewed, ſo that her 
fell extreamly in loue with her, and offered her what ly- 
berty oz pleaſure ſhee would haue, courting her with ma⸗ 
ny faire pꝛomiſes and amoꝛous conceits, but all in vaine, 
fo; ſhet wasreſolued whatſocuer fell, life oz death, p none 
to her but her lone Philomenes: Marcion taptiuated in her 
beauty, was reſtleſſe, feeling ſich ſtrange 4 vncouth paſſt- 
ons, that at laſt he fell into theſe termes. 

What fond motions Marcion are theſe that diſturbe thy 
mind? what childiſh thoughts vnfit foz a king, a ſouldier, 
nay foz one that hath conquered both a Crowne and king⸗ 
dom: thou camſt from Sycilia to be vico2, x hare thou art 


arriued t᷑ not vanquiſhed, thou haſt beaten Philomenes in 
| Y 2, battaile, 


54 
battaile,ę art bought vnder by his wife in lone, thy reſo⸗ 
lution was to terrifie thy foes with thy lwoꝛd, ſo thou haſt 
don, but faine to pleaſe a woman with thy tongue: by this 
fond folery J may note, 3 Venus frowne is of moze fozce 
then the weapons of Mars, that affections are harder to be 
ſuppꝛeſt then enemies to ſubdue: that loue is aboue King 
and Keiſer, where Cupid commaunds, there dignity hath 
no pꝛiuiledge to withſtand : then Marcion yelde, ſue and 
intreat, but whom, the wife of Philomenes thy taptiue, ra⸗ 
ther commaund her, and what ſhee will not peelde by in⸗ 
treaty, take by tonſtraint: in ſo doing ſhould J reape in⸗ 
famp,and foꝛced loue is neuer ſwerte: no Marcion allure 
her with wealth, pꝛomiſe the ſhal be thy paramoꝛe, to ſeat 
her next thy ſelfe in thy kingdome, women are won with 
fauoꝛs, and there is none ſo chaſt but time and gifts may 
intice. In this reſolution he ſent foz Argentina, t beganne 
thus to de liuer his minde vnto her, Thou ſeft Argentina, 
how 4 haue faugurd thee, not like a Pꝛinceſſe that were 
captine, but euen as a Qutene that is ſole miſtres and ſo⸗ 
ueraigne of my affeaions, thy beauty hath cdõquered that 
hart which had made conqueſt of thy Country, 4 ſubdued 
him who befoze, womans feature neuer banquiſhed:then 
Argentina take pitty of him that foꝛ thy loue is ſo paſſio- 
nate, conſent that J may enioy the as my parameur,and 
thou ſhalt be honourd as ſhe that is beſt loued of the King 
of Sycila, J could Argentina y ſeeſt pbtaine by fozce what 
J ſae fo2 by intreatie: but J couet rather to poſceſſe my 
ſelfe of thy lonely conſent,then by conſtraint : yeeld theres 
foze what J requeſt, and here befoze the Lo2ds of Sycilia, 
I pꝛomiſe to grant whatſoeuer thou ſhall commaund, ſo it 
touch not my Crowne noꝛ thy Huſ bande, thaugh to the 
danger of my perſon, freely without exception: Argentina 
as one nothing dilmaid, returnd him this anſwere: J not 
deny Marcion thou haſt ſubdued Corinth, and depoſed the 
Bing, which J attribute rather to his bad foztunes, then 
thy pꝛoweſſe 02 thiualrie, but in all thy conqueſt thou ſhalt 
neuer boaſt thou haſt conquered either Philomenes 02 — 
wife 
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wife Argentina, ſieing we are only onercom, not vanqui⸗ 
ſhed: in that both of vs remaine contented, and kepe our 
minds vntoucht: thou art inchaunted with my lege, no 
Marcion, but perhaps thou art fed with luſt, neuer bope 
that Argentina will miniſter any meanes to appeaſc the 
flame:although thou ſhouldſt infoꝛce her to conſent by the 
molt extreame toꝛments: Philomenes liues,q4 ſo long wil 
I loue ; not the, but him whom J vowed to be true vnto 
fo; euer: pet thy laſt condition hath ſomwhat perſwaded 
me, that if thou graunt what I requeſt,J will conſent not 
only to be thy paramour but thine fo2 cuer: the king was 
ſo gladof this, that he iterated with an oath to perſoꝛme 
her demauud : then this it is quoth Argentina: Zomozs 
row mozning thou ſhalt ſhut thy ſeife into a ſecret place, 
wherof my ſelfe wil kærpe the key, + there fo thꝛœ dayes 
thou ſhalt faſt, without taſting any thing to aſlake hunger 
oz thirſt: this time thou ſhalt pzap to the Gods foz the re⸗ 
miſſion of our ſinns which we ſhal offend in by bzeach cf 
matrimony, then at the terme of th2e days thou ſhalt free- 
ly fake the bſe of mp body befoze thou eat any meat, other⸗ 
| wiſe if thon faile but as much as Proſerpina to taſte a 

graine of the pomgranet, thou ſhalt neuer after queſtion 
me of loue: thus do, and J grant to like thee,oz els here is 
my head, let that pay my raunſom: Marcion was ſo ſotted 
in her beautp, that he thought it nothing fo vndertake this 
taſke,and therfoze pꝛomiſed befoze his Lozds to faſt h: 


dates, and then tolye with her befoze he cat any meat, oz. 


els neuer to motion her any moze of lone: whereupon the 
next day the Pꝛinceſſe ſhut him vp till the date was expi⸗ 
red, in which th2e& dayes he felt ſuch tozments, ſuch pin- 
ching hunger and extreme thirſt, that he curſed loue, and 
exclaimed againſt beauty as a charme » made men ſence⸗ 
les, willing to giue foz one crum the Diadem of Corinth, 
well the terme expired, all the Robles were afſembled x 
ſat in the great hall,expecting what euent ſholdfall either 
ol p kings faſt,o2 of Argentinas requeſt: at laſt Argentina 


ſent the key to one of the Loꝛds, that the king might _ 
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into the Yall whether ſhe pꝛeſently would repaire : the 


Loꝛd went tothe chamber doze and no ſoner put the key 
to the lock, but Marcion ſtarted vp and cryed fo2 meat, the 
1.02d vnlockt and ſaw the king glance at him with ſuch a 
fierce loke, that he was afraid and ſtarted back: villaine 
quot g Marcion, haſt thou bꝛought me any meat, and with 
that running as a mad man into the hall,flinging in fury 
among the Lo2ds : Why Gentiles(quoth he) t you hare 
without meat? why are not the tables ſpzead:do J allow 
ſuch niggardly allowance, 02 wil you famiſh him that fo- 
ſtereth you all? At this he was in a rage , Argentina aps 
parailed in her richeſt robes,came pacing, that ſhe loked 
moꝛe like an Angell, then a moztall creature, inſomuch 
that euery eye directed their glaunces at ſo heauenly an 
obiect,except Marcion, who at her ſight ſat as a man great⸗ 
ly amatfed : hauing her mayde followe her with a diſh of 
meat crumd: Argentina with aſmiling countenance ta- 
king him by the hand, ſapd thus, 

Redoabted Conquerour , acco2ding to pꝛomiſe J am 
come in the pzeſence oftheſe Lozds to offer my ſelf ſubtect 
to your highnes pleſure,ready to goe whither your grace 
ſhal conduc me: Marcion at this cried out, ⁊ thinkft thou 
Argentina that famiſht men haue minde on beauty, 02 is 
hunger fo be ſafiſfied with loue? no, no, tis true Marcion, 
Sine Cetere & baco friget Venus, reaſon tould not ſubdue 
luſt, but faſting hath let if on a non plus: but whet is that 
the mayde carries? meat my Lozd quoth ſhe foz your ho⸗ 
nour after, and with that ſhe bluſht : Harcion no ſoner - 
heard her name meate, but he leapt to the mapde, puld a- 
way the dich, ſaying : far wel fond loue, and welcome that 
wherof one mozſel is woꝛth a monarchy, Argentina giue 
me leave to cate, fo2 thou haſt conquered Marconi in his 
own follp, and with that he fell to his meat, wherwith af- 
ter he had ſomewhat appeaſed his hunger, ſitting him in 
his ſeat royal, he began to parle with his Lo2ds of Argen- 
tinas poilicy, highly extolling the conſtancy of ſo true a 
wite,and ſo far entredinto conſideration of the chaunce of 


foztune, 
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foꝛtune, and fall of Pꝛinces, that riſing from his thꝛone, 
he went and embꝛaced and kiſt Argentina, not only pzaty 
ſing her foꝛ her redy inuention to perſwade him from his 
vanity, but fo2 her ſake ſent fo; her huſband, and peelded 
him his Crowne and his Bingdome, and lining his ( w_ 


friend, returned home into Sycilia. 


O ſoner had Arion ended his tale, but Mars taking 

oppoztunitp, ſaid: we ſee by this euent, that as women 
haue their vanities whereby to be checked, ſo thep haue 
their vertues redounding greatly to their pꝛaiſe: becing 
both affable and conſtant, although that ſingle inffance of 
Orpheus his Lidia did inferre the contrary : And ſo quoth 
Apollo would Venus ſerue foz an inſtance if you mean of 
conftancy,foz no doubt if you may be iudge, al beauty ſhal 
be vertue, x all women ſhal be Saints: 4 now queth lu- 
piter, Apollo by pour leaue totake Mars his part, we off 
rightly'to think of women, ſeeing ſo oft we ſ@ke their fa⸗ 
n02s, « ſpeak to them by intreaties foz their loues, other- 
wiſe we ſhould pꝛoue our ſelues very ingrate: to beat the 
with rods, that feaſt vs with banquets, to p2offer them 
Scozpions that giues vs no wozſe then their own ſelues: 
Liuely ſpoke quoth Mercury, but Iuno likes you neuer the 
better fo; this flatter x as ſuppoſing you haue ſued to moze 
then contented her, oꝛ becommed you: but in my opinion, 
Arions tale paints out a paragon, a matchles mirrour, as 
wel foz conſtancp, as the other foz cruelty:theſe extremes 
therfoꝛe infer no certain cõcluſions foꝛ they leaue a mean 
betwerne both, wherein J think the nature of women do 
tonſiſt, neither ſo cruel but they wil grant, noꝛ ſo conſtant 
but thep will peld, g rather oft⸗times pꝛoue to curtecus 
then to vnkind: S& quoth Mars how peruiſhly you con⸗ 
clude, to taunt them ſtill of vnconſtancp: well Mercury, 
quoth he, thou art ſubtill, 4 canſt by thy fallacions pzouc 
what thou wilt: but pet this J ſet down fo2 mine own o⸗ 
pinion, that women the moze beautiful they are, the moze 


curtcous,the moze conſtant, p fuller of excelent qualities: 
and 
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